usual observations
by  Pete Laurie

7 Oct 1 Blackburnian Warbler
8 Oct 1 Scarlet Tanages Mt. Pleasant J. Cox
13 Oct 5 Long-billed Curlews Cape Romain  J. Cox
2 Peregrine Falcons & =
2 Piping Plovers ks 5

Rockville V. Beach

17 Oct 1 Cape May Warbler F. Johnson B. McCord
P. Laurie
26 Oct 2 White Pelicans Johns Island B. Stringfellow

Pete Laurie - 750 Copperhead Trail, Johns Island, SC, 29455. Work phone -762-5076. Home phone -

559-2046.

cont'd fr. p. 2

“improve” the view from adjacent houses. Marshland areas have become
unofficial trash dumps that the town does not seem to have the wherewithal to
clean up, maintain or police. We hope Folly Beach will choose to establish
Natural Conservation Districts and that they will include appropriate controls to
keep them natural.

CAROLINA BIRD CLUB
WINTER MEETING

The winter meeting of the Carolina Bird Club will be held in Charleston on Friday
January 31, 1992, Saturday February 1 and Sunday February 2. Steve Compton
will coordinate field trips, including a boat trip in the Cape Romain area,
Huntington Beach State Park and Bear Island, to name just a few. Check the
January Squawk for a more complete listing.

Charleston Natural History Society
P.0. Box 504
Charleston, S.C. 29402
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/, TRAIL OF TREASURES

by Pat Leonard

Walk through it.
Let yourself
be dazzled by sparkfing
sand. Follow
a path lined
with tiny shells, chains
of whelk egy sacs strewn
like necklaces, brown
stalks of spartina grass
from the marsh,
fragments of driftwood,

some smoothed, some creased,
some pocked,
dried sponges
in strange shapes:
baskets, hats, deadman’s fingers.
Notice
gnarled oyster shells,
cupped Giant Atlantic CocKles
with perfect pleats.
Here are
shiny Jingle i
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CNHS CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME ! |
. \Ng by Mac Mumphy

The Lesser Squawk is coming to you a little early this month so Society
members are reminded of the up-coming Christmas Party. An annual event
that is always well attended, the CHRISTMAS Party will be held this year on Saturday,
December 7, at the Conference Center of the James Island County Park, from 3 to 10 pm.
We hope the change to a week-end date will encourage everyone to join in and we hope to
see many more children.

The CNHS Christmas Party began some years ago as a fund raising event, and the auction
remains an important feature, but as many of our 1200 members have discovered, its just
fun to with like-minded people in a social setting. Last year's party at the Dock Street
Theater was a grand success, but by changing to the park venue, we can add new events -
such as sunset birding over the Stono River and evening star gazing. Dinner will be on a
grander scale too. On the recommendation of board members, we have engaged Roger
Nelson (USAF-R) to cater his popular Bar-B-Q platter. On the menu are Bar-B-Q'd pork and
chicken, ranch beans over rice, cole slaw, bread, iced tea, carrot cake and coffee. Vegetarian
chili will also be served.

Also planned are children’s crafts,, wildlife art, and a program by park guides - and don't.
forget the set=piece holiday light displays in the park itself.

To cap the evening we'll have our auction of donated art, birding gear, guided tours, sailing
trips and more. This always proves to be the most fun of all. Proceeds this year will be
applied to the planned boardwalk into the oxbow swamp at the Society's McAlhaney Nature
Preserve.

As usual, tickets cover the price of the meal and conference center. $10 for adults, $6 for
children. No charge for admission to the park. There will be a full bar at cost-only basis, to
help sharpen your bidding skills. Bring your friends, non members are welcome. Please call
Mac Mcmurphy (883-9252) or any board member by Wednesday, December 4, so we can
plan dinners for everyone. James Island County Park- December 7 - 3 pm to 10 pm. See
you there!!
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WETLANDS
CNHS_FIELD TRIP

Charleston Museum
Dec. 14, 1991
9:00 am

Jake Duncan will lead us into the
“wetlands” for some hands-on
experience with the new delineation
manual for identifying wetlands. For
more information call Jake at 556-7510.

CNHS
CHARLESTON BIRD COUNT
Sunday December 29

The Charleston Bird Count will be held
Sunday, December 29. Meet at the
junction of Highways 17 and 41 at the
Texaco Station to be divided into
approximately 10 field parties. If you
need more information, or would like to
express a choice of areas, call Steve
Compton ahead of time. The fee is
absolutely necessary in order to
participate in the count, however, at print
time we have not heard what the fee will
be. If you would like to be a feeder
watcher and think you are within the
count circle call Steve to register. There
is no fee for this type of participation and
it can be a lot of fun. The circle is 15
miles in diameter and extends to the
north east of the meeting site on 17 and
41.

MCCLELLANVILLE
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Sunday December 15

The annual McClellanville Christmas Bird
Count will be Sunday December 15. Meet
in downtown McClellanville at 7:00 am.
For more info call Perry Nugent at 556-
3841. Good birding!

CONSERVATION CORNER

WETLANDS - If you haven't written a

comment letter to the EPA on the proposed
revision to the federal wetlands delineation
manual there is still time. The deadline to
receive your letters in Washington is
December 14. Comments should be sent to
Mr. Gregory Peck, Chief Wetlands and
Aquatic Resources, Regulatory Branch, Mail
Code A-104F, Environmental Protection
Agency, 401 M Street, Washington DC,
20460. Call me at 556-7430 if you need
help.

CHARLESTON COUNTY
RECYCLING - charleston County has

finally hired a new recycling coordinator,
Linda T. Slater assumed her duties on
September 3. She was previously the
recycling coordinator for Morris County, New
Jersey. During the first thirteen weeks of the
pilot weekly curbside pickup program
approximately 68 percent of the households
put out the bins at least once every two
weeks. By next summer all Charleston
County households are scheduled to have
biweekly curbside collection of recyclables.
County council has approved funding to
purchase additional trucks and blue
collection bins and to hire additional staff.

The only trick will be keeping track of which
week your pickup is. In addition, the county
has received a $200,000. grant from the
state to begin composting yard waste. This
will be combined with a previously budgeted
$362,080. of County funds to establish the
program early next year. Much of the
motivation for this is due to the S.C. Solid
Waste Policy and Management Act passed
by the General Assembly last summer. This
act requires a 30 percent reduction in solid
waste and a recycling goal of 25 percent.
Yard trash is banned from municipal

o

ACE BASIN ~N

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Sunday December 15

The second annual AGE Basin Christmas
Bird Count will be held December 15.
Participants should meet at Woods
Brothers Store on Hwy. 17, Near Green
Pond at 7 am. For more info contact Pete
Laurie (762-5076) or David Chamberlain

by Hayes Patterson

landfills unless they are equipped with a
composting facility. Incinerators (like
Charleston County’s) are limited to 600
tons per day and their ash must be
disposed of in a special landfills regulated
by DHEC. Regardless of the motivation, it's
good to see County Council following
through with the commitments on recycling
and waste reduction they made when the
incinerator was built.

CITY OF CHARLESTON -

Charleston Zoning Administrator, Lee
Batchelder, was finally successful in getting
two major local billboard companies to
voluntarily comply with the city’s sign
ordinance and remove nonconforming
billboards. Class Outdoor Advertising and
3M National are removing 36 billboards
from within the City of Charleston and 9
others in the surrounding area as a “good
neighbor” gesture. The ordinance will
eventually require that all billboards within
the city be removed by 1995. Existing
billboards are phased out over an
amortization period, to allow the sign
companies to recover their investment.
Now, if we could only get the City of North
Charleston to see the light. . ..

CITY OF FOLLY BEACH - Foly

Beach is considering changing it's zoning
classifications and adding a Natural
Conservation District. This classification
would include the old Coast Guard base at
the northern end of the island, the County
Park at the southern end and the
marshlands within the city limits. The new
zoning would require that these areas be
left in their natural state and approval of the
city council would be necessary for any
changes to them. It is certainly
encouraging to see communities
recognizing the value of natural areas and
the need to protect them. Unfortunately, it
doesn't always work out. The Town of
Sullivan’s Island established similar zones
some years ago. During the intervening
years, town officials have approved
vegetation removal and dune modifications
in oceanfront areas to “improve” the view

cont'd p. 4

BACK YARD
BIRDER

Bruce Krucke

This is being written in late October due to
the early deadline for the December
Squawk, and unfortunately we're still in the
quiet season for bird feeders between the
leaving of summer birds, such as painted
buntings, and arrival of winter birds, such
as goldfinches. A few regulars have arrived
- white throated sparrows and chipping
sparrows appeared here on the 21st, while
one hummingbird and one cattle egret were
still here. Mr. Nelson in Awendaw had a
white throat on the 23rd. The sparrows
were earlier this year and the hummingbird
was here a few days later than last year.

In mid October Dave Harvey and | spent a
couple hours in the late afternoon on Bear
Island where raptor’s were the specialty of
the afternoon. We saw all the raptor’s
commonly seen in the lowcountry,
including kestrel, sharp-shinned hawk,
peregrine falcon, red-shouldered hawk
(heard only), red-tailed hawk, osprey, and
most impressive were two bald eagles in
courtship flight.

| wonder if we'll have Evening Grosheak
this year. Irruptive migrants make for a
variety at the feeders. We keep watching all
the time to be sure there’s nothing different
out there.

The suet season has arrived with the cooler
weather. It's a treat for regular seed eaters
and might bring in kinglets and warblers.
There are more than 80 species that eat
suet. Your grocery store butcher will
probably give you suet for free, but you
may have to ask him to save it because suet
isn't just fat. It's the hard dry fat that forms
around kidney's and loins. Foraging time is
shorter in the winter and that fat provided
by suet mixtures saves birds time and gives
them energy. You can offer raw suet in a

S|

mesh bag or make suet cakes with peanut
butter glop. Raw suet spoils easily on
warm days and can be messy. You can
buy various flavors of suet cakes in feed
stores, or make your own. To make suet
cakes, it's easiest to put the pieces of suet
through a meat grinder and melt them
over a double boiler, or you can melt it
slowly over low heat in a heavy pan. To
the melted suet you can add equal
portions of corn meal, bacon grease,
peanut butter, raisins, currents. and
chopped fruits. These latter attract
bluebirds, robins, mockingbirds and
catbirds. You can't go wrong - just mix in
whatever you feel like. If it's too thin, just
keep adding cornmeal until it's doughy.
Many experts feel you shouldn’t add seeds
to suet cakes - but some think it doesn't
matter. Insect parts would be the best
addition! Put the mixture into small
containers or a cookie pan and cut into
cakes later. Store in the freezer. You can
make or buy wire mesh baskets to hang
the suet, put it in the crevices of a pine
cone or stuff it into large pre-drilled holes
in a thin log or a 2" x 2" with taped nails
for perches. Squirrels love suet mixtures
so hang it where they can't get it. Dogs,
starlings and raccoons are other species
that like to steal suet. A dome predator
hood helps from the top and height of
hanging helps from the bottom. Another
covering of larger wire outside the suet
basket should keep starlings away, but will
interfere with the larger woodpeckers too.
If you want to attract more species to your
feeders, “Do it with suet!”

December's law question: Can you pick
up a baby bird or animal that is abandoned
by it's parents? NO. Chances are it's not
really abandoned or orphaned at all, but is.
still being cared for by parents that are
hiding from you. Usually more harm than
good is done when a person attempts to
rear a wild creature unless the person is a
trained and licensed rehabilitator (Jean
Pfaff with Dr. Ann Beck in this area.)
Simulation of wild bird diet and getting it
into the baby bird is almost impossible.
Also getting a non-domesticated animal

used to humans can make it less wary
when released, to say nothing of its
inability to forage on its own.

| expect all sorts of notes now that
interesting birds are here! Write to:
Bruce Krucke, 7352 Toogoodoo Rd.,
Yonges Island, SC, 29449. Or phone
889-6191.

SWAMP NOTES
News from
Francsi BeidlerForest

Carolyn Burrington
Remember!! Christmas tree sale still
going. Check out the Christmas trees
at the Omni for the one decorated by
the staff at Beidler called “Swampy
Little Christmas” - it should be a real
treat!

While working the desk ( and being
stuck inside) at Beidler Forest
October 26, | had a great time
watching two very comical pileated
woodpeckers balancing on a wimpy
dogwood tree and trying to get the
berries. Also watched a black-
throated blue warbler just outside the
window for nearly an hour. Call 462-
2150 or 462-2160 for information on

other events.
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RECYCLIN
REMINDER

With the holidays coming up,
now is the time to look for
cards and gift wrap that are
printed on recycled paper.
There are some truly lovely
ones on the market. What
better time of year to make our
statement of concern for this
beautiful earth we live on.
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Membership Form

__Individuals /$20-35
__Family/$38.00

CHARLESTON AUD.S0C.U51 7XCH

Check the membership you desire. All members
receive Audubon magazine six times a year.

Name,

City

Address

State___Zip

__Life/$1,500.00
__Dual Life/$2,000.00

__Foreign/$24.50 __Student/$20.00
_ Sustaining/$50.00 __Supporting/$100.00 This is a__new membership
__Senior Citizen/$21.00 __Sr.Cit.Family/$23.00 __renewal
__Non-membership Lesser Squawk Subsscr./$10.00
__new address

Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.

Mail to: CNHS

P.0. Box 504

Charleston, SC 29402




