unusual observations

by  Pete Laurie

2 Mar 1 Whip-poor-will Wadmalaw D. Beach
27 Mar 1 Or.-crowned Warbler “ “
20 Apr 1 Cape May Warbler Charleston J. Muller

23 Apr 1 Rose-brst. Grosbeak  James Island B. McCord
28 Apr 1 “ West Ashley P. Frey
28 Apr 1 Black-billed Cuckoo* Wadmalaw D. Beach
1 May 5 Wood Storks Ft. Johnson P. Laurie
4May 1PurpleGallinule ~ Washo Reserve ‘
13May 2 Red-hd. Woodpeckers**James Island  C. Tyner

*Dana Beach had an excellent look at a Black-billed Cuckoo in his yard
on Wadmalaw Island. He also reported these first sightings of the year
for his yard : 22 Mar -Parula Warbler; 5 Apr- Prothonotary Warbler,
Summer Tanager, Hummingbird; 9-Apr- Great -crested Flycatcher; 11
Apr- Orchard Oriole; 14- Apr Blue Grosbeak; 21 Apr- Indigo Bunting;
23 Apr- Wood Thrush.

**Cindy Tyner reported a pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers nesting on
Woodland Shores Dr. in a stand of dead pines killed by Hurricane Hugo.

Please note the change in the title of Pete's column. This is to make the .

distinction between ordinary and wnusual sightings.

Pete Laurie - 750 Copperhead Trail, Johns Island, SC, 29455. Work
phone -762-5076. Home phone -559-2046.
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CONGRATULATIONS

A new slate of officers is ready and eager to guide us
through the coming year.

Mac Macmurphy - President
Don Watts - Vice President
Cindy Walters - Secretary-Treasurer

Executive Committee: Julian Harrison, Sid Goff, Mary

Pringle, Hal Curry, Cindy Winston, Bobbin Huff, Terrence
Larimer

THANK YOU !!!

A special thank you to Terrence, Hayes, Cindy and Hazle
for their past guidance and to Wistar, Laura, Jan, Hal,
Rose, Bobbin and Julian for services on the executive
committee beyond the call of duty..

CONFEDERATES

by Pat Leonard

Mr. and Mrs. Night Heron
have moved to the Confederate Home
To a Live oak in the courtyard

To raise their younyg alone.

And in the month of April
When Courtyard Teas were high
Served by the Ladies

Of the Christian Family %,

Blue and white covered tables

Were set amony the ferns.

Charlestonians and tourists alike ate shrimp
and crab

The Yellow-crowned Night Herons delight.
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THE LAST GREAT WILDERNESS

by Terrence Larimer

Little has changed since the Ice Age, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is one of
the last places on Earth where wildlife still roams free in a truly wild land. In
summer, the refuge’s coastal plain teems with life. . .caribou, musk oxen, wolves,
grizzlies, millions of nesting birds and jewel-like flowers.

Now, hoping to ride a wave of patriotism and pessimism about oil security in the
Gulf, the oil industry is pressuring Congress to allow drilling and oil production in
the biological heart of our great arctic wilderness refuge.

As part of a nationwide environmental outcry, the Charleston Natural History
Society is jointly sponsoring a special event to examine the issue and mobilize
concerned citizens. On June 24 “The Last Great Wilderness”, a multi-media slide
presentation , will offer a close up look at the fragile and beautiful Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

! SPECIAL MEETING !
THE LAST GREAT WILDERNESS
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

WHEN: Monday June 24 7:30 P.M.

WHERE: MUSC INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIATRY
President St. (Parking Lot G on B St.)

PRESENTED BY: Lenny Kohm
Nationally known photographer and conservationist.

Sponsored By: Charleston Natural History Society, Robert Luntz Group of the
Sierra Club, S.C. Coastal Conservation League and the League of Women Voters

For more info call 577-7100

Come and see the spectacular images of North America’s arctic region. . .it's flora,
fauna and breath-taking landscape. Find out what is being done to counter the oil
industries’ threats and what you can do to help.
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CONSERVATION CORNER

Hayes Patterson

CHARLESTON COUNTY RECYCLING -
It's the battle of the neighborhoods as the
News and Courier reports the weekly
recycling participation percentages for the
pilot areas. After 3 weeks, Canterbury
Woods/Springfield is currently in the lead
with 60%. Folly Beach and Wagner
Terrace are fighting it out for last place
(87% and 40% respectively.) Snee Farm,
in second place with 53%, generates the
most total pounds of stuff. Overall,
participation has grown from 43% the
first week to 48% the third week. This is a
good response, and is in line with what
the county officials said they expected.
We would like to see these percentages
increase, and the weekly “contest” should
help encourage participation. The
county's $2.6 million Materials Recovery
Facility is finally up and running. Our
county officials have been dragging their
feet on recycling for a long time now.
Perhaps they've been concerned about
their contractual commitment to feed the
county incinerator. The residents of these
pilot neighborhoods have the opportunity
every week to cast their vote for recycling
- 50 encourage anyone you know in these
areas to get on the bandwagon.

WETLAND LEGISLATION - The
anticipated activity on wetland legislation
this year seems to have fizzled. The
House Sub-committee studying wetland
legislation stopped meeting for this
session back in April, after repeatedly
canceling their scheduled meetings.
Legislators report that the only groups
pushing the bills were the environmental
organizations. Legislators also discovered
that, unlike beachfront regulation, there
are wetlands throughout the state, and the
development, business and agricultural
communities didn't like the idea of more
regulations. There's still hope for next
year, but it will take a concerted effort to
get a bill out of committee and on the
floor.

The Citizens Workshops on Protecting
Wetlands, put on by the Southern
Environmental Law Center on May 2
(Columbia) and May 4 (Charleston), were

very successful. These workshops focused
on actions the average citizen can take,
under the existing regulations, to help
protect wetlands. There were approximately
80 participants statewide, indicating sizable
interest in wetland protection. If you
missed the workshop, but are interested ,
copies of their Citizen's Guide for South
Carolina are available for $15, from their
office at 201 West Main St., Suite 14,
Charlottesville, VA, 22901-5064 (804-977-
4090). These are excellent manuals and
contain all the pertinent information on
wetland regulation in South Carolina, with
guidance on how you can get involved.

GREEN SHOPPING AND TREE
PLANTING - If you are puzzled by the
current onslaught of environmentally
oriented advertising by large polluting
industries, then Ted Williams' article Don't
Worry, Plant a Tree in the May issue of
Audubon should be required reading. The
simple idea of planting trees to fight global
warming has given birth to a large
misguided effort. This effort is fueled by
industry’s attempts to solve our
environmental problems with feel good
rhetoric and short sighted actions. He even
cites post HUGO reforestation efforts in
Francis Marion National Forest as a short
circuit of natural selection. It's a thought
provoking article, don't miss it.
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RECYCLING
REMINDER.

Whenever you use a fast food eatery,
unrecyclable trash is created. One item that
keeps appearing with aluminum pie plates
and tin cans is the foil sandwich wrappers.
These are not recyclable as they contain
several materials. Watch for fast food
containers that can be recycled or reused
several times - perhaps to carry picnic items
- that is if you feel you really want to

@ppon the fast food eatenes.i //

SUMMER FUN AT OLD SANTEE
CANAL STATE PARK

Three summer fun programs being
presented at Old Santee Canal State Park
for children are:
TREE ART onJune 8, starting at
10:00 am, for children 6- 10 years old.
CRAFT-A-CRITTER , on July 21, from
2:00- 4:00 pm, for children 7- 13 years old.
CAMOUFLAGED GREATURES , on
August 24, from 2:00- 4:00 pm, for children
9- 13 years of age.

All the progtrams require pre-registration,
there is no fee for Tree Art and a minimal
charge for the other programs to cover
materials. For more information contact
Carol Moore at Old Santee Canal State Park,
900 Stony Landing Road, Moncks Corner,
SC, 29461 or call 899-5200.

FALL FUN !!

Cypress Gardens is planning a fall bird walk
in September - to be led by Cheryl Phillips.

For more info call Cypress Gardens at 553-
0515.

BIRDERS NEEDED

Put your birding skills to work! Three
people are needed to help in a study of
powerline structural effects on avian flight
behavior - to make observations on
various species of birds, documenting flight
behavior as individuals cross powerlines.

This project is in Mt. Pleasant from June
1991 until June 1994, pays $5.27 per hour-
with an average of ten hours per week. If
you are interested, contact T.J. or Lynette
Savereno at 849-6124 or 762-1200, or Dr.
Susan Haig at 656-0318.

Backyard
) Birder

Bruce Krucke
One good thing about our warm, wet
winter and spring is the bumper crop of
blackberries all around the property-
probably even enough for us to get some
in our annual competition with the birds.
There are so many wild beach plums that
even |, who doesn’t cook if at all possible,
was forced to make jelly.

-
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Roy Scoggins of Summerville banded an
injured gold finch in 1990, and was able to
identify it again in 1991. It even tried to
get on the perch it had used during the
earlier stay. Dave and Bobbin Huff were
working on their nesting census in the
Wambaw Swamp area of the Francis
Marion Forest in late April, when they saw
three “life” birds: scarlet tanager, Cape
May Warbler, and Rose-breasted
Grosbeak—what a morning!! Christie
Foster of the Hamlet in Ravenel might be
only eight but she know the bird on their
feeder was on the front of the bird book,
so must be special. She was able to show
her family the first Rose-breasted
Grosbeak to visit their yard. The Lasernes
of Yonges Island, who started a yard list
and got a wild turkey in the first month,
continued their luck with a Northern
(Baltimore) Oriole, Wood Stork and four
Painted Buntings at once this month.

Sometimes several month go by without a
new yard bird, then suddenly there are
many. Last month we had number 150,
and now this month there's number 151 -
the Northern Waterthrush. This gives me a
lead into GISS (pronounced jizz) for
helping with bird identification. GISS is the
acronym for general impression, size and
shape. It's used more in Europe than here.

Without it | wouldn't have stopped to look
further as the waterthrush flew in front of
me. Unconscientiously | noticed that it
was brown, not reddish brown like a wren,
not greenish brown like some warblers,
but brown brown. This was enough for me
to “spish” the bird to get a better view.
The bird was very cooperative and came to
see what | wanted. It was teetering and
tailbobbing, and had a creamy eye stripe,
so was easily confirmed as a Northern
Waterthrush. So give that quick, first
GISS look at every new bird, it might lead
to a terrific discovery.

The Seabrook Island Nature Club spent a
day in April with me. We talked feeders,
houses, nests, etc., took a walk at Lem's
Bluff Plantation, and then cam back to
watch the Peterson tape on attracting
birds to your garden. The highlights of
ourwalk were wonderful looks a a Yello
breasted chat, and then five Stilt
Sandpipers which we watched as we ate
our picnic by the river.

Eddie Hull, from out our way, watched
what appeared to be a young eagle scaring
an adult eagle into dropping a rabbit, but
wonders if it was actually a training
session from the older to the younger on
how to steal your supper. While we are
anthropomorphisizing, | saw a male
cardinal doing, what | can only describe as
a “victory dance” around a dead cardinal.
Other people have told me about dead
birds trying to revive a window casualty,
but this fellow was more puffed up and
posturing, and doing hops in the air.
Perhaps he thought he had finally
succeeded in a fight.

| sent for meal worms and so far no birds
seem interested. |thought surely the
bluebirds and chickadees that recently
nested near the house (fledging 4, 1 and 6
respectively) would have loved an easy
source for worms, but | never actually saw
any take them. |intend to give it more
effort and observation after Spoleto. All
the best times for birds and selling
paintings seem to come at the same

times!! By the way, the bluebirds are well
on their way to a second clutch in another
bluebird house on the other side of our
front porch.

Several people have contacted me this year
about spotting Bachman's Warbler. This
bird is pretty well thought to be extinct. It
has been many years since a confirmed
sighting. The bird most often confused
with Bachman's is the Hooded Warbler.
The hooded shows white when the tail is
spread. Then listen for the song. The
hooded has a definite tune described as
“weeta, weeta, wee too a”, going up on
the “too”, whereas the Bachman's gives a
whispered rapid “bzz bzz bzz" about eight
times -all on one note. If you really think
you have a rare bird, call someone of
authority, such as Dennis Forsythe, for
proper identification.

Do you know the bird sounds most used in
jungle films? The kookaburra (an
Australian kingfisher) and the Pileated
Woodpecker! Owls appear to turn their
heads all the way around, but actually they
can only swivel 270 degrees. It's so fast
that the head appears to go all the way
around. A bird’s eye focuses more quickly
than any other creature’s. All birds suffer
instinctively from ailurophobia - fear of
cats. A pair of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers
drills about 3000 holes in a season.

Well, | had better save some of this
fascinating stuff for next fall. Keep those
ird baths cleaned and filled, and let me
know what you see! Bruce W. Krucke,
7352 Toogoodoo Rd., Yonges Island, SC,
29449. Phone 889-6191.
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