observations
Pete Laurie

16 Mar 1 Bl-th. Gray Warbler* Isle of Paims D. Chamberlain
26 Mar 1 Whip-poor-will* * Johns Island P. Laurie
27 Mar ? Bl-Necked Stilts Edisto Island B. Krucke
¢ D. Harvey
6 Gannets £ 5
28 Mar 1 Swallow-tailed Kite Fairlawn PI. D. Chamberlain
5 Apr. 2 Turkeys Hellhole Swp. M. Marlow
14 Apr. 1 Painted Bunting™** Johns Island P. Laurie

*Many observers saw this unusual western bird, which for several weeks returned
almost daily to drink sap from sapsucker holes in a tree in David Huff's yard.

**| heard this bird singing for several evenings. Thé much faster cadence of the three-
note call is quite distinct from that of the more familiar Chuck-will's widow. Whip-poor-
wills regularly winter along the South Carolina coast, but they seldom sing.

***| saw a male Painted Bunting, the first one | have seen this year, at my birdbath on
April 14. Bruce Krucke reported one in her yard on Yonges Island two days later.

Pete Laurie - 750 Copperhead Trail, Johns Island, SC, 29455. Work phone -762-5076.
Home phone -559-2046.

Charleston Natural History Society
P.0. Box 504
Charleston, S5.C. 29402
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TYPESETTING

Cypress Gardens is happy to announce the
acquisition of new computer equipment and
laser printer and is happy to share its use with
CNHS.

PLEASE NOTE

Your editor is still wiping egg from her face for
crediting the wrong author with our poem in
the April issue. Beach Discovery was written
by Pat Leonard, not Dudley Curry. Both
poets were very gracious concerning the

error.
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CONSERVATION CORNER

by Hayes Patterson

WETLAND LEGISLATION - Opponents of the state wetland legislation have succeeded in
stalling its progress long enough to preclude passage of a bill by both the House and the Senate
this year. Opposition has taken a couple of forms. At the national level, the Federal Manual for
Wetland Delineation is currently being reviewed and the Clean Water Act, including section 404,
will be up for reauthorization next yuear. There is an intense effort in Washington to weaken the
effectiveness of both. The arguement is being made that the State should do nothing until the
federal regulations are revised and that the subsequent state laws should not be any stricter than
the federal law. The electic, gas, communication and railroad industries are all arguing that, by
law, they can only be regulated by the Public Service Commission, and must, therefore, be
exempted from any other permitting regulations. They don;t mention that they currently comply
with the Coastal Council permitting regulations along the coast. All this lobbying effort is
compounded by the House Sub-committee members who admitted in their first meeting that they
didn't know what a wetland is. Some members are literally starting at “ground zero.” Still there is
hope that a bill will get out of committee and possibly through the House this year. Representative
Sturkie has amended his bill. We haven't had a chance to review the new bill fully, but it does
assign responsibility for wetland permitting to DHEC for counties not regulated by the Coastal
Council. In a parallel effort, DHEC is developing a wetlands classification system to present to the
legislature next year. As a part of this effort, they are trying to identify significant wetlands to
classify as “outstanding resource wetlands (ORW)." This classification will include wetland areas
that DHEC has previously ignored. They are asking for public input. Anyone who knows of a
potentially qualifying wetland should notify them by May 3.

S.C. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT- After taking a beating from an outraged public over the
department’s tree removal policies, SCHD has revised its policy to minimize tree removal during
road constuction and maintenance. The wetland area in the |-26 medican outside Columbia that
was cut and filled last year in the name of removing tees as safety hazards, was replanted by the
department. The new plantings don't equal the function or beauty of the previous wetland, but it is
hopefully symbolic of the department’s new direction. Unfortunately someone appreciated the new
trees 80 much that they stole a large group of them within a month of the planting.

CAPE ROMAIN/ SANTEE RIVER - The waters of the Santee River and Cape Raomain may be
reclassified by DHEC to Outstanding Resouce Waters (ORW}. The S.C. Coastal Conservation
League has formally requested that DHEC upgrade the classification of these waters. The
League's review of DHEC water sample data indicates that these areas do mneet the higher
standards. Current classification ranges from “B” for the freshwater portions of the Santee to
“SHW" in Cape Romain. Class “B” is ok for fishing but not for swimming. “SHW" protests the
shellfish beds and prohibits sewage discharges near beds. “"ORW" is the state’s highest
classification and prhibits sewage discharges throughout the area. The reclassification process
should take over a year to complete and includes extensive review by DHEC staff, public hearings
and final approval by the state legislature. Prohibition of sewage discharges in these waters will
be important for protecting this are in coming years, as Mt. Pleasant urbanization spreads up
Highway 17.

CHARLESTON BILLBOARDS - Residents of the City of Charleston need to speak out. The
City passed a good billboard ordinance back in 1987. Since then they have done almost nothing
to enforce it. A recent survey by the News and Courier found that hald the existing billboards
should have been removed by now. Another fifth should be gone by September of this year. To
see these signs removed, we need to bug the mayor and city council representatives to let them
know that we want this ordinance enforced. :
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CNHS Meeting
REFORMING
DESTRUCTIVE
COASTAL
DEVELOPMENT
PATTERNS
Tues. May 14
MUSC Psych.Bldg.
President St.

8 p.m.

Dana Beach, Director of South Carolina Coastal
Conservation League, has a good idea. An idea
that allows for growth in the Low Country, but
preserves the very land we love. In a month in
hich the Audubon name is used for a new strip
housing complex on Rivers Ave., hear the voice of
the new, savvy environmental infighter. A voice
crying for the wilderness.

Members are encouraged to bring a photograph or
60 second video to share with the Society.

CHAPTER ELECTIONS!!!

Gas Mileage
and Air Pollution

Improving motor vehicle gas mileage

standards can lower the amount of carbon
dioxide, a major contributor
to global warming, that cars
and trucks emit each year.

40 mpg

Source: American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy
All figures are for yearly emissiens
® Safe Energy Communication Council

May Calendar

POCOTALIGO
PLANTATION
CNHS FIELD TRIP
Sunday May 19
Charleston Museum
Meeting Street
7a.m.

Richard Porcher will lead this trip to his property on
the Pocotaligo River in Clarendon County (near
Manning). The 1100 acre tract of land is being
established as a game preserve by Dr. Porcher and
his associates. This tri‘p will take us near Bennett's
Bay, and may even include some canoeing on the
Pocotaligo River, near its confluence with the Black
River. Dr. Porcher will tell us about the flora and
fauna of the area and their efforts to preserve the
habitat. Bring lunch, snacks and all the necessities ,
and planto spend the day - it is about 1 1/2 hour
drive from Charleston. For more info call Rhet
Wilson -571-4304.

OLD SANTEE CANAL STATE PARK

Old Santee Canal State Park is offering some
fun programs in May, including Tombstone

Art on May 18, Butterflies on the Boardwalk
on May 25, Tee Art on June 8. For more
information call 899-5200
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AUDUBON IN THE AMERICAS

More than 100 conservationists, activists,
community leaders, ornithologists and
educators are meeting at Rocky Mountain
National Park during July to increase
understanding of the global inter-relations
between people and wetlands, forests,
wildlife. Will you be one of them?

AUDUBON NATIONAL
CONVENTION
July 21-27, 1991

ESTES PARK CENTER

YMCA of the Rockies

The schedule of activities is loaded with fun-
filled, learning experiences, featuring Ted
Turner as the key-note speaker. Pre and
post convention tours cover much of the
surrounding area with wonderful birding and
photography trips. For more information
contact a CNHS officer of board member.

GOPHER TORTOISE COUNCIL

At its recent annual meeting at Chinsegut Hill
Nature Center near Brooksville, Fl., the
Gopher Tortoise Council launched a fund-
raising effort aimed at protecting the
Southeast’s rapidly disappearing xeric
upland habitats. Such habitats are host to an
array of uniquely adapted native plants and
animals, but the dry,well-drained sandy soils
are equally coveted by development,
agriculture, citrus, forestry, and even mining
interests. Although the Council”s activities
focus on the gopher tortoise as a keystone
species in these natural communities, the
organization's goal is to preserve the entire
spectrum of associated pE\nts and animals .
The fund will be used to coordinate a region-
wide inventory effort within six southeastern
states including South Carolina that will
culminate in the-production of a list of priority
sites in need of protection.

Tax-deductible donations may be sent to the
Gopher Tortoise Council (Attn.: D. Jackson)
¢/o 1018 Thomasville Rd., Suite 200-C,
Tallahassee, Fl. 32303. For additional
information or a copy of GTC's brochure,
contact Jeff McLemore at the South
Carolina Wildlife Department, Nongame ana
Heritage Trust Section, P.0. Box 1%7,
Columbia, S.C. 29202, phone 734-4037.
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Bruce Krucke

Late March is always enjoyable at the
feeders because the gold finches from
further south come through in their
spring plummage. April and early May
are slower periods when the wintering
birds are nearly all gone, and some of the
summer ones aren't in yet. The year-
rounders are busy courting, nest building
and incubating.

Don't stop feeding the birds just because
warm weather is here. Summer birds
can be fun. Painted Buntings for one!
Seeing the baby birds being fed and
taught how to eat on their own for
another! You won't need as many
feeders. Experiment until you find that
you don't have to refill every day, but
often enough so the food doesn't spoil.
Cracked corn spoils easily ( besides being
such an attractor of blackbirds.) Suet will
attract insect eating birds that you might
not otherwise see, but use only small
amount and check it daily as it gets
rancid quickly. Ideally, you should put it
in the refrigerator over night- I'm too
busy for that, but have atray on the
bottom of the suet holder to prevent
grease from dripping on the ground. Be
sure to hang it where direct sun doesn't
hit it. It's suggested that you mulch
under your feeder to keep seed from
sprouting, but | find that some birds tear
up mulch, especially brown thrashers.
Some people have s uccess putting
pieces of apples, oranges and bananas

out to attract orioles, mocking birds,
robins, bluejays, tanagers and warblers,
but | have not had any luck with that, —
have you?

It's fun to monitor the nests in your yard
and see materials being used that you
provided. The chickadee nest in one of
my bluebird houses is lined with German
shepard combings and Bill's beard
trimmings. Suggested items to put out
are string or yarn - no longer than 4
inches- strips of tissue and chicken
feathers.

A recommended summer bird item,
besides the bird bath which you've seen
me harp on often enough, is a dust bath.
We have a quarter mile dust bath here
that we call a driveway!

The most widespread bird reported at
feeders this year , again, was the junco,

followed by the blue jay and the gold finch.

These were followed by the House
Sparrow, chickadee, Downy Woodpecker,
cardinal and dove.

Perry Hall of Awnedaw took Alistair Smith
out off Moore’s Landing and they had
wonderful sightings of Peregrine Falcons

migarating through - one only 60 feet away

on a marker by Raccoon Key
Jeanne Edwards, in McClellanville, saw
something really exciting. She heard a

Pileated Woodpecker calling and looked out
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to see it being persued toward the house
by two adult Bald Eagles! As they neared
the house, they veered off on either side -
very impressive to have them fly so close.
| can't imagine why they were chasing the
woodpecker!

[t's not too uncommon to have a
BrownThrasher come up on a feeding table
occasionally, but they prefer to eat on the
ground. We're enjoying one at our kitchen
window feeders—that means 18 feet off the
ground in our raised house! - eating peanut
peanut butter/suet glop and then flying off
with a whole peanut from the wire basket.
He's not as fussy as the titmouse that
throws two or three away before he gets
one to his liking.

Bird 150 on our yard list is not an Evening
Grosbeak or White-breasted Nuthatch as |
had hoped, buta Willow Flycatcher that
Dave Harvey and | identified in late March.
How are your lists coming?

Bruce Krucke, 7352 Toogoodoo Rd.,
Yonges Island, SC, 29449. Phone: 889-
6191.
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