unusual observations

1 May 1 Parasitic Jaeger
11 Northern Phalaropes
11 Audubon’s Shearwaters
1 Leach’s Storm Petrel
2 Northern Gannets
19 May 48 Stilt Sandpipers

30 May 50 +Wood Storks

. 4 June 1 Wood Stork

12 June 1 Red-throated Loon*

16 June 1 Warbling Vireo

5 July 1 Imm. Roseate Spoonbill

10 July 2 Yellow-breasted Chats
1 Mississippi Kite
3 Acadian Flycatchers

14 July 8 Black Terns

20 July 1 Black Rail (heard not see)
3 Aug 10 Swallow-tailed Kites
9 Aug 200 Wilson’s Storm Petrels

by  Pete Laurie
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*Sprunt and Chamberlain list May 18 as the late date in South Carolina for this common winter resident.
On August 13 | watched a pair of Eastern Kingbirds feeding young in a nest at Fort Johnson. This may be a

late nesting date in this area.

Dennis Forsythe reports: " American Robins seem to have expanded their nesting range onto the coast. Not
only did | have several pairs in my traditional spot of Bowman, SC, but Donna and | saw a pair in Ravenel on
July 20. Also a pair was breeding on Stocker Drive in Charleston. And | have reports of a breedingpair on the
Isle of Palms (fide David Huff), several pairs in the Jedburg-Knightsville area, Dorchester Co.(fide F. Seabury),

and Hobcaw subdivision (fide R. Skanchy).”

Pete Laurie - 750 Copperhead Trail, Johns Island, SC, 29455. Work phone -762-5076. Home phone -559-

2046.
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Cypress Gardens

Charleston Natural History Society
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AUDUBON
ADVENTURES

PLANNING FOR
AN EDUCATIONAL YEAR

Planning is underway to place Audubon Adventures in 100 Trident Area classrooms
this year. This program is a continuation of the National Audubon Society’s efforts as
a national leader in conservation and environmental education.

Several million children learned about the natural world through their participation in
the former Junior Audubon Clubs during the course of several earlier decades. The
Society and Charleston Natural History Society is now proud to present an updated
and timely educational program for young people, which is available through the
efforts of the more than 500 Audubon Chapters throughout the United States.

Audubon Adventures s for elementary school classes and other groups of children in
grades 3- 6. Developed and written by professional educators with a special interest
in environmental education, Audubon Adventures is issued on a bimonthly basis.
An enrolled class receives 32 Audubon Adventures newspapers for children and the
companion Leader’s Guide of background information and activity ideas for the
teacher. Each April, Adventures classes celebrate Audubon month with a poster and
activity guide.

This year's :Audubon Adventures topics are:

August/September Bats
October/November Deciduous Trees
December January Sea Turtles
February/March Owls

April /May Amphibians
June/July Butterflies and Moths

Audubon Month Special

CNHS 577-7100

Oceans: The Atlantic

continued on page 5
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News from Francis Beidler
Forest

NIGHT WALKS

September 21 - 6:30 pm
October 19 - 6:00 pm
November 16 - 5:00 pm

SWAMP STOMP
September 22 - 1:00 pm

These walks will be guided by Mike
Dawson.. All night walks take place on the
board walk. The swamp stomp will take a
side trail out through the swamp to areas
not accessible to the public. The fee is
$6.00 per person. Call 462-2150 for
reservations.

HEAVY RAINS “SWAMP”
FRANCIS BEIDLER FOREST

by Mike Dawson

For the 4th time since last October, the 1
1/2-mile boardwalk at the National
Audubon Society’s Francis Beidler Forest in
Four Holes Swamp has gone under water!
Prior to that, the only time it flooded so
deeply was after Hurricane David, way back
in 1979! Higher than average rainfalls have
occurred for the past 11 months. So far
this year we already are 18 inches above
average. The plant and wildlife of the
swamp are not particularly affected, as they
are adapted to survival in this periodically
flooded habitat. However, the stormy
weather is taking its toll on trees and limbs
damaged by Hugo. In the last 4- 5 weeks,
9 trees or major limbs have fallen on the
boardwalk, necessitating repair. Most of
these were dead and had finally rotted
enough to come down, but healthy trees
with weakened root systems have been
falling. In the past, sanctuary staff could
go months without having to repair the
walk. It will probably be a few more years
before the last of the Hugo damaged trees
succumb.

“="""GYPRESS GARDENS EVENTS

Bird Walk

September 21 - 7:30 am
A bird walk led by Cheryl Phillips will
commemorate the anniversary of Hugo, the
recovery of Cypress Gardens and
Coastweek. Meet at the pink house to the
right of the gate just before 7:30 am. Fee
$5.00. Call 553-0515 for reservations.

September: Rice Harvest
You are invited to witness history in the
making as Cypress Gardens harvests its
second crop of rice from the inland rice
field. A date has not yet been set. Call
Cathy Townsend 553-0515 for more info.

Work Day? Fun Day!
October 21
|Watch for details next month!!

Things That Go '600 p

In the Swamp
November 1- 6:45 pm
Watch for details next month.

0ld Santee Ganal State Park
Happenings

Swamp Sweep
Sept. 14 -8:30 - Noon
Help “sweep” Biggin Swamp of litter put
there by humans. Anyone 13 or older is
welcome. Registration is not required,
however, the first 20 people to register will
be able to “sweep” from a canoe.

FUTURE PLANS

Hunt For History
October 19

We’re Going Batty!!
October 26

Haunted Swampwalk
October 30

For more info call Carol Moore or Mary
Seabrook at 899-5200.

CNHS FIELD TRIP
Birding at Magnolia Gardens
September 29, 1991
7:00 a.m.

Perry Nugent takes us birding at Magnolia
Gardens. A greatt rip for when the days
are warm and the possibility of rain
threatens, because you'll be near facilities
and shelter - and get to see some beautiful
wildlife. We'll look for woodpeckers that
might be in the area and hope to see many
other species as well. It's a half day trip so
lunch in not necessary. There will be a fee
of a maximum of $7.00. Please meet at the
gift shop parking area (main parking area).

Call Rhet Wilson at 571-4304 with
questions. See you then!!

September10
CNHS Meetirg
Ivory Billed Woodpecker
Politics and Preservation
In the United States and Cuba
MUSC Psych. Building
President Street
8:00 p.m.

Dr. Jerome Jackson, Professor of Zoology
at Mississippi State University will make a
slide presentation concerning his search for
the Ivory Billed Woodpecker, mostly from
his two trips to Cuba. Dr. Jackson will tell
about his actual sighting of the much
sought after Ivory Bill.

Members are invited to bring a slide or 60

second video of interest to share with the
society.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

BACK YARD
BIRDER

ErLce KiLcke

Welcome back! Did you see good birds
this summer? We especially enjoyed the
three nestings of bluebirds here. They
fledged four in the house under the pecan
tree, then six in the house on the other side
of the yard, then one more (plus two
unhatched eggs) back in the first box.
Chickadees used the other bluebird house.
Titmice, Great-crested Flycatchers, starlings
and squirrels all nested in the Purple Martin
apartments, and the mockingbirds brought
off two clutches - in the cedar and then in
the Lady Banksia Rose. | don't know where
they nested, but we had an unusually high
number of hummingbirds this summer - so
many that they even let one another drink at
the same time! They inspired me to paint a
water color of ruby throats at trumpet vine,
which turned out good enough to
reproduce. The prints should be ready as
you are reading this.

Margie Maucher had Mississippi Kites
showing nesting behaviors in July at Snee
Farm. We had a kite here too, which |
discovered when | went to see what all the
song birds were fussing about. Any kind of
owl or hawk sets them off. The Paulsons
on Little Britton Road out here reported
seeing an escapee parrot at their feeders.
Later the parrot tore the screen out of a
second story window of the Jellison's
house and built a huge nest in it. Being
able to see the nest from inside the window
made it very interesting. Sid Gauthreau,
ornithologist from Clemson, was visiting at
Edisto and identified the bird as a Monk
Parrot and recorded the nest building as the
first in the state.

Several people have seen wood storks
around the area. Often at Main Road and
17 S, and always on the the to Beaufort,
shortly before Jacksonboro. Ann Kent
spotted a wood stork among a flock of
eleven immature White Ibis at Seabrook
Island. On the way to Myrtle Beach in mid
August, | saw two Swallow-tailed Kites
over the North Santee. They are always a
thrill!

Speaking of thrills, | got quite a one when |
went to check the food in my domestic
zebra finch cage and found a fairly large rat
snake in the cage with two finch shaped
lumps already in him!! The cage is 2' x2’
x6' tall. We had moved it to the back
porch after the mouse invasion for the
dropped seed so the snake climbed a full
story off the ground to get his dinner! Not
knowing what to do< | called snake lover,
Cheryl Phillips, who assured me that a full
snake would be lethargic and | could put
him it a pillow case to transport elsewhere.
Well, he wasn't slow at all, but rather
aggressive and | had a terrible time
capturing him. I'm afraid if it weren't for
having to answer to Cheryl, | would have
gotten a hoe as suggested by everyone I've
told the story to! How about you?

Audubon Adventures
con't fr. pg. 1

I'm nearly out of trivia, but here are a few:
During a total eclipse, the diurnal (day)
birds stopped singing and the nocturnal
birds began to sing. This was observed in
1954. A frightened chickadee can begin to
change its course in 0.03 seconds. The
beak of a Red-headed Woodpecker hits to
bark of a tree with an impact velocity of
1300 miles per hour. Then, when the head
snaps back, the brain has a deceleration of
about 1000 Gs. And, finally, the entire
populations of Kirkland Warblers could fit If you have any questions, please
into a large grocery bag. (recycled, of call Hal Currey at 792-4037 or
course) Bobbin Huff at 792-5775.

Because of the Chapter’s
commitment to the Audubon
Adventures program, we have an
opportunity to be among the
nation’s leaders in placing
Audubon Adventures in class-
rooms. Please think carefully
about making an additional $30.
contribution. It would be really
nice for South Carolina to be first
in something good for a change.

In no time the winter birds will be at your
feeders. Keep me posted!! In the spirit of
Ashley Cooper, I'll use this time to tell all
the new readers that this Bruce is a female,
so don't be surprised when you call. Bruce

CHARLESTON AUD.SQC.U51 7XCH
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SPA VS. DANIEL ISLAND - After
months of debate the SC State Ports
Authority and the Harry F. Guggenheim
Foundation have finally decided that maybe
they can co-exist on Daniel Island. This
controversy is primarily a land use issue.
Both industrial and residential development
can be accomplished in an environmentally
sensitive manner, but neither typically are.
The Guggenheim Foundation has
announced their development design team,
which includes noted town planner Andre’
Duany. Mr. Duany is famous for his
“village concept” of land use, as featured in
our May meeting program on coastal
development presented by Dana Beach.
I've seen several presentations of this
concept, and the case studies generally
look like upscale developments with
service oriented economies located in rural
settings. Heavy industry has been
noticeably absent. Unfortunately, industry
is a fact of modern life and necessary for
the employment and goods it provides.
Shipyards, paper mills, port terminals and
chemical plants are not the sort of
neighbors people like to have within
walking distance of their homes. The
factories located within the cities were one
of the original forces in America’s move to
the suburbs years ago. Daniel Island will
present Mr. Duany with a unique
opportunity to expand his concept and
incorporate a more realistic and diversified
economic base into his village. If he's
successful, the result should have a much
broader appeal for twenty-first century
America.

CORP OF ENGINEERS - The entrance to

Charleston Harbor is being widened and
deepened by the Corp. Dredges which
recently completed work in Brunswick and
Savannah Georgia, have begun working in
Charleston. While in Georgia, onboard
observers documented 37 turtle deaths
from turtles being drawn through the
dredge. The dredges operate 24 hours a

* day while the observers were only on board
for 12 hours a day. When this project was
proposed in 1989 the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) suggested that
dredging should take place between

Hayes Patterson

October and February, when the turtles are
not normally in the harbor area. However,
this condition was not included in their final
agreement. The NMFS agreed to allow the
dredging to kill up to 25 loggerheads (a
threatened species) or 2 green  or 2 Kemps
Ridley turtles (both endangered species).
Dredging began on August 1, again with an
observer on board only 12 hours a day. The
dredges are using an experimental turtle
excluder device and the observers noted no
turtle deaths during their watches for the
first 14 days of operation. The Coastal
Conservation League, the National Wildlife
Federation, the Environmental Defense Fund
and the Center for Marine Conservation
joined forces and have threatened the Corp.
with a lawsuit for violation of the
Endangered Species Act if the dredging is
not postponed until October. The Corp.
halted work on the 14th to reassess the
project and met with NMFS officials on the
15th. They decided that they thought it
would be ok to continue the dredging but
deferred the final decision to the
Washington office of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. We hope
that by the time you read this cooler heads
in Washington will have prevailed and the
Corp. will not use its “license to kill."

CHARLESTON COUNTY COUNCIL - Last
year Charleston County Council funded a
part time environmental prosecutor,
Assistant Solicitor Rob Wendt, in the Sth
Circuit Solicitors Office. Mr. Wendt's efforts
to criminally prosecute flagrant violators of
environmental laws are beginning to have an
impact. Mr. Carl Roberts, a branch manager
for Sunox Inc., was recently sentenced to 3
years probation, 300 hours of public service
and personally fined $3,000. for directing
his employees to illegally dump 84 gas
cylinders in a pond off Arco Lane near | -26.
The cylinders contained hazardous waste
and phosgene, and will cost over $400,000.
to clean up. A second case involving
hazardous waste handling is currently in
process. Many businesses simply factor the
routine regulatory fines for violating
environmental regulations into their
operating cost (a new tax deduction
bracket?). Criminal prosecution of
individuals responsible for such violations
is generating a new respect for
environmental protection laws. These types
of cases typically require far more research

SR SECSEeT

and preparation than most cases handled
by the Solicitor’s office and it would be
great if County Council could find sufficient

funding to make this a full time position or
increase the number of part time positions.

WETLANDS - Wetland legislation in South
Carolina is not dead yet, but all the action
lately has been at the Federal level. In case
you haven't heard by now, President Bush
has reneged on his promise of “no net loss
of wetlands.” The existing regulations have
too many loop holes to achieve no net loss,
particularly if you consider loss of function.
The President has proposed changing the
scientific definition of a wetland to allow
more development. The proposed change
will remove many isolated short term
wetland, like the prairie potholes out west.
The agricultural, silvicultural, real estate
development and business communities
have coordinated their efforts, and it will
be difficult to fight this change. Much like
the petroleum industries increased publicity
about how good oil drilling is for the arctic
region, you may now notice an increase in
publicity on the negative effects and
“*unfairness" of wetlands regulations.




A Note From Your Editor:

Thank you for getting all this wonderful information to me.
Please remember that it is important to me that | have
Squawk information by the 15th because | must fit editing
and typesetting days into my work schedule.. There is
also a possibility that | will be leaving this area after the
first of the year so if anyone is interested in doing the
editing and typesetting for the Squawk please give me a
call.

Teacher In-service

The Soil Conservation League is sponsoring a Teacher In-
service Day for Charleston County teachers on September
27. Morgan McClure is the person in charge. Call him at
724-4671. Rudy Mancke will be a featured speaker and
Cypress Gardens will be presenting some hands on
activities.

- Alpha And Omega "

by Pat Leonard

The Swallowtail emerged from pupa at dawn.
I saw it hanging, bejeweled,

From a parsley plant, suspended

LiKe a precious moment.

At dusk, on a lagoon, I saw

The mysterious Black Swan,
Intruder from another continent.
Black on black against dark water,
He might have passed unnoticed,
Had T not been alerted.

I could barely make him out;

He almost made my heart stop.

May day began with a butterfly’s birth

And ended with a black swan,
Feather-marked indelibly in memory.
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