ACE BASIN AUDUBON
- CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT-

1 991 by Pete Laurie

Twenty birders tallied 133 species of birds during the 1991 ACE Basin Christmas Bird
Count on December 15, up from last year's 130 species.

Five field parties, each led by an experienced birder, combed 177 square miles in the
standard 15-mile diameter circle, centered at the Ashepoo River bridge on Hwy. 26,
near Green Pond.

Counters logged more than 140 miles by car, 15 miles on foot and more than 20
miles by boat. More than 20, 000 individual birds were recorded - no rare or unusual
species. The most numerous birds were fish crows, red-winged blackbirds, yellow-
rumped warblers, double-crested cormorants and green-winged teal.

Christmas Bird Counts, sponsored by the National Audubon Society, began in 1900
with 25 counts. Today more than 42,000 Americans participate each year in about
1550 counts held across the continent. The Christmas Bird Counts provide a nation-
wide data base used to determine long-term changes in species abundance, range
shifts and migration patterns. Each count is conducted during a 24-hour period
between December 15 and January 3, within a designated 15-mile diameter circle.

The ACE Basin consists of 350,000 acres in portions of Colleton, Beaufort and
Charleston Counties. The relatively undeveloped area is made up of a variety of
habitats and supports many wildlife species, including several endangered plants and
animals. The ACE Basin count circle was drawn to include a variety of habitats within
the basin of the Ashepoo, Combahee and Edisto Rivers in lower Colleton County.

For the past several years, a number of conservation organizations, including the
S.C.Wildlife and Marine Resources Department, Ducks Unlimited, The Nature
Conservancy and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have been working with private
landowners to protect the area. Because if the area’s significance to waterfowl, the
ACE Basin is a key component of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's North American
Waterfowl Management Plan, which strives to restore waterfow! populations to an
annual fall flight of 100 million birds by the year 2000.

“We very much appreciate the excellent cooperation we received from the owners
and managers of many private plantations within the ACE Basin,” said David
Chamberlain of Charleston, one of the organizers of the count. “Count participants
were given full access to many excellent areas not generally open to the public.”

An evening reception for count participants was held at the Ducks Unlimited lodge
on Mary's Island. The Pinckney Cafe in Charleston catered the affair, with funding
provided by the Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund.

Charleston Natural History Society
P.0. Box 504
Charleston, S.C. 29402
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However, polystyrene is stable. Once in the
!andﬁll, it does not leach harmful contaminants
into the groundwater.

Recycling polystyrene is a large, but necessary
undertaking. The proper balers, trucks, and
machinery are important, but all the mechanics
in the world will not make this program
work...you will! Together, we can bring
polystyrene recycling to the lowcountry! Call
553-0515.

days.
Little dark toads appear to hop
whole

right from the sand - -

now you see them where you didn't.
Three could sit upon a quarter

and have change left over.

Little eyes, little mouths, little feet.
Cup one in your palm,

listen for its breath.

Thousands sit, hop, bound G775
twig-logs half an inch high, b
bump against the side of your sole.
Each one has a tiny beating heart
you could find with a micro-scalpel.
Al the thousands throb a rhythm
echoed in your own pulsing
mammal muscle evolved in common

passage through the stage of gills.

Try to step between them, find a hole.
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P¢ Styrofoam Recycling -GOOD NEWS !

by Cheryl Phillips

Cooper River Recyclers Association, consisting of DuPont, Cypress Gardens, Kittredge, Pimlico,
and other surrounding neighborhoods, is formulating a styrofoam recycling program. It will be
an extension of the Association’s initial recycling venture: drop-off recycling convenience bins
that were installed in September 1990, and are still available to the public, 7 days a week in the
DuPont visitor's parking lot.

Styrofoam (technically referred to as polystyrene) has some unique properties. Consequently, it
requires different collection processes than those we presently employ for other recyclables.
Polystyrene is light but bulky (being composed of 90% air), and must be densified under
extreme pressure to effectively remove this air. Polystyrene’s small, varied, often odd shapes
pose another baling problem that we are presently working on as we talk with several
southeastern polystyrene recycling markets. v

Transportation is another factor we are studying: how to easily and economically get the
material from homes, schools, offices, restaurants,etc. to central locations where it is
compressed and baled for the final recycling market.

As we are studying all the logistics, we are also making contacts throughout the tri-county area
with all the pertinent information. If you would like to become a part of Cooper River Recyclers
Association with your polystyrene recycling, call Cheryl Phillips n at 553-0515.

o

A few fun facts about polystyrene: 6
Polystyrene is a wonderful insulator. PS

The universal plastics code for polystyrene is PS #6.

Chloroflourocarbon (CFC) is the blowing agent that was once used to aerate the polystyrene
plastic resin to make it into foam.

Not all polystyrene is manufactured with a blowing agent. Some appears like any other thin
plastic. Always look for the universal plastics code stamped on the container.

CFCs are no longer used in polystyrene manufacturing. Today's blowing agents are much more
environmentally friendly. CFCs are still used in refrigerants, automobiles, appliances, and in
halon fire extinguishers. Please, for ozone’s sake, make sure these convenience items are
maintained in tip-top shape with no leaks! When your car A/C has to be serviced, ask the
dealer if he has a “vampire” that can safely contain your freon. Do not let the freon escape

directly into the air! n
Polystyrene is a single use, disposable item. ‘6’
PS

It takes up valuable landfill space.
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CNHS MEETING
January 14, 1992
8:00 pm
MUSC Psych. Aud.
BIRDING IN WEST AFRICA

When Malcolm Hodges spent two years
in the Peace Corps in Africa he had the
opportunity to do some extraordinary
birding and photo gathering. He will
share his experiences with us at our
January meeting.

ACT FOR WILDLIFE IN ‘92

June 13 - 18, 1992
Audubon is planning its first ever national
convention in Washington D.C., in June
1992. Entitled “Act for Wildlife in ‘92:
Endangered Species Need You!", this
convention is scheduled to enable
Audubon members to join forces at a
critical time for wildlife in the nation’s
capital. Not only is this an election year,
but 1992 will be one of the biggest ever
for environmental legislation affecting
wildlife and wildlife habitat. The
Endangered Species Actis up for
reauthorization in 1992 and next June will
be a critical time for decision making on
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
legislation, Clean Water Act and the
Ancient Forest bill.

For more information watch future issues
of the Squawk.

CAROLINA BIRD CLUB
WINTER MEETING

The winter meeting of the Carolina Bird
Club will be held in Charleston on Friday
January 31, 1992, Saturday February 1
and Sunday February 2. Steve Compton
will coordinate field trips, including a boat
trip in the Cape Romain area, Huntington
Beach State Park and Bear Island, to name
just a few. Call Steve for more info and
check the January Squawk for a more
complete listing.

CNHS FIELD TRIP
HUNTINGTON BEACH
STATE PARK
Hwy 17 N. - Walmart
Jan. 26, 1992
8:30 am

Dennis Forsythe will be our guide in an all
day outing to Huntington Beach State Park
near Brookgreen Gardens and Pawley’s
Island, for shore birding.

Meet at the Walmart Shopping Center on
Highway 17 N in Mt. Pleasant . Call Rhet
Wilson at 571-4304 with questions.
Bundle up!! See you there.

AMP NOTES - NEWS

CNHS
CHARLESTON BIRD COUNT
Sunday December 29

The Charleston Bird Count will be held
Sunday, December 29. Meet at the junction
of Highways 17 and 41 at the Texaco Station
to be divided into approximately 10 field
parties. If you need more information, or
would like to express a choice of areas, call
Steve Compton ahead of time. The fee is
absolutely necessary in order to participate in
the count, however, at print time we have not
heard what the fee will be. If you would like
to be a feeder watcher and think you are
within the count circle call Steve to register.
There is no fee for this type of participation
and it can be a lot of fun. The circle is 15
miles in diameter and extends to the north
east of the meeting site on 17 and 41.

FROM FRANCIS BEIDLER

CLGSE ENCO&MTEHS by Mike Dawson

The canoes cut silently up the creek as the paddlers immersed themselves in the sights and
sounds of the virgin swamp forest. To our right we heard splashing. An immature Red-
shouldered Hawk, winged outstretched and floating, was floundering in the water. Wondering
why is couldn't save itself, two of us left our canoes and waded to the struggling hawk, only to
discover that its legs were tied (yes, “tied"!) together with the body of a small, dead brown
water snake! Apparently, the hawk had pounced on the snake as if sunned on a log.
Squirming wildly in its death throes, the snake somehow managed to twist itself into an
overhand knot, like the beginning of shoe tying! The hawk lost its balance and PLOP. . . into
the water it fell. Unlike those of ducks and geese, hawk feathers are not waterproof, so the

bird quickly became water logged.

We cornered the hawk, and | managed to gather him up by holding his wings out (just out of
beak's reach, | might add!) This is the part of the experience that remains most vivid for me.
It is one thing to look at the eyes of a hawk in a picture or in a cage. It is quite another thing
to stare twelve inches into the spectacular eyes of a wild hawk that I'm actually holding!
Almost casually then, my partner “untied” the snake! Even now, | chuckle at the image of this
man undoing the snake with the same nonchalance he would his shoes. With feet
untethered, the hawk was now free to reach up and sink and ungrateful talon into my finger.
The spell was broken, as | unceremoniously dropped the hawk. Splashing off under what
could best be described as a bird's equivalent of a butterfly stroke, it climbed onto a log to dry
its wings so that it could get airborne again. | stared at the hawk staring at me for a time,
turned and sloshed my way back to the canoe with an exciting new experience forever written
on my mind and a scar on my finger, forever serving as a promoter of that memory!

I have been working as Francis Beidler Forest for almost 12 year now, and my time here has
been full of memorable wildlife encounters like this one. With wetlands of all types under
siege nationwide, you should feel proud and glad that the organization that you belong to and
support is protecting this precious piece of Four Holes Swamp! The Audubon hopes to insure
that wildlife encounters like this will forever be possible. Come see us. . . soon!
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CONSERVATION CORNER son te oecanter

‘Congress Adjourns, But
Battles Loom Over Key
Conservation Bills

The 102nd congress closes its first
session with the rousing defeat of a bad
energy bill, a success story on the
Niobrara River, and much critical
environmental legislation still unresolved.

After years of struggle, Audubon activists
took heart in May when President Bush
signed the Niobrara Scenic River
Designation act, protecting 76 miles of the
northern Nebraska river. However, key
legislative battles loom and will require
renewed activist efforts: the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge and the ancient
forests of the Northwest remain at risk; the
fight for wetlands and reauthorization of
the Clean Water Act continues; and a
strong industry lobby is preparing to
assault the Endangered Species Act.

This is the time to catch up on the issues,
then contact your elected officials or write
a letter to the editor of the local
newspaper.

WETLANDS - H.R. 1330 would
narrowly redefine wetlands and weaken
regulations and enforcement provisions,
leaving more than 50 percent of existing
wetlands open to development.
Additionally, the Bush administration has
proposed changes to the federal wetlands
delineation manual that would remove
millions of acres from federal protection.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT - The first
salvo over reauthorization of the
Endangered Species Act came with the
introduction of the ill-conceived “Human
Protection Act” by Rep. Jim Hansen (R-
Utah). H.R.3092 would amend the act by
requiring economic consideration in the
species listing process. This promises to
be one of the most important
environmental battles of the next few
years.

ANCIENT FOREST - Audubon continues
to push for cosponsors of H. R. 842, the
Ancient Forest Protection Act, which
would ban logging in an ecosystem
reserve in the ancient forest of the
Northwest. The bill has 110 cosponsors.
Audubon also supports S. 1536, an
ancient forest protection bill that would
also provide economic relief to the

Audubon Activist

region’s loggers.

ENERGY - Opposing S. 1220, the Johnston-
Wallop energy bill, was a key effort for
Audubon activists this session. Their actions
paid off when the bill was prevented from
coming to the Senate floor by a filibuster.
The bill would have allowed oil and gas
exploration in Alaska's Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge and emphasized energy
production over conservation. Audubon has
supported alternative energy initiatives and
S.39, which designates the coastal plain of
the refuge as wilderness.

MINING REFORM - H.R. 918 would begin
to reform the 1872 Mining Law, which gives
mining priority over other uses of public
land. This legislation remains in the House
Interior Committee. Activists should urge
their representatives to bring the mining
reform bill to the floor.

BACK YARD
BIRDER

Bruce Krucke

The town of Meggett has planted a
Christmas tree next to the town hall. They
held a nice evening tree lighting service
November 15 and invited the children to
decorate the tree with food for the birds.
Happily, Lynne Langley’s article that morning
was on treats for a bird's Christmas tree, and
the children brought lots of good things - so
hopefully the see (if you'll pardon the pun)
has been planted for future bird watchers
and feeders.

The yard bird being reported is house finch -
Connie Puckett in Yonges Island on Dec. 1,
and the Kushubars in Summerville on Dec. 2.

Lest you think they're only in the suburbs,
Mary Pringle, on Ashley Ave., downtown has
8 to 10 house finches at her feeders. To
compensate, Mary also has Northern Orioles
eating fresh oranges. The orioles seem to
come after the sapsuckers and feed from the
sapsucker holes in the pittisporum. Other
exciting sightings at Mary's are an American
Woodcock, a kestrel, and a redtail hawk
eating a grackle. The last being quite
unusual and very exciting - Mary says that at
such close range it was a “very big bird
eating a very big bird."

Cheryl Phillips in Moncks Corner has an

exciting new yard bird. On Dec. 17 she
spotted 6 female buffleheads popping up
and down at the end of her pier off the
Cooper River.

The white mockingbird that was seen by so
many people near the intersection of
Toogoodoo Rd. and Rte. 174 had not been
seen all summer - so I'm happy to report
that Elizabeth Matthew and Sarah Sturm
saw him clearly on Nov. 13. They also
recently watched a rat snake eat a squirrel!
How did the snake get caught? How big is
a snake’s mouth? It took so long that the
ladies were able to photograph it.

The Schwartz family (I think of Folly Beach,
but it might be Sullivan’s Island) had 7
painted buntings at the feeders in late
October. As they had too many doves on
the platform feeder, Mr. Schwartz put a
canopy of regular chicken wire - shaped like
a quonset hut for those of you old enough
to remember what one is) over the board.
He closed it at one end and it's working
perfectly. All the desirable birds go right in,
but the doves and grackles don't. The
squirrels are very afraid of it - looks like a
trap | guess. Cardinals and blue jays,
which are relatively large birds, aren’t
bothered by the wire.

Several people have wondered if the hawks
they see going after feeder birds is the
reason there aren't many birds this year. |
think the birds just don't need us yet.
Cecelia Stewart of College Park was
bothered by a particularly persistent sharp-
shinned hawk. It's all just part of nature -
so enjoy it - try to get some good photos
of the action.

James Futch observed three bald eagles
and one golden eagle off White Point
(towards Edisto) on December 8. The
golden eagle has been hanging around for a
couple weeks.

From the very large to the very small - Mary
Pick of Mt. Pleasant had a hummingbird at
her feeder all winter last year. One
appeared this year November 9 and has
been there every day since (she feels like it
is the same one). Mary also reports that
the titmice and chickadees drink nectar
from the ant trap of the feeder.

Hope you had a merry Christmas and that
the new year will be great. Let me know
when the feeders start getting busy. Bruce
W. Krucke, 7352 Toogoodoo Rd., Yonges
Island, SC, 29449 - 889-6191.




