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~ ——— PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY —-—

Y, THERE WILL BE RO REGULAR MEETING IN FEBRUART
February 13
The Executive Comnittee will meet at 8:00 p.m.
in the lLecture Room, Charleston Museum

February 18

~, ' Short Fleld Trip to the Causewsy
: between Mount Pleasant and Sullivan's Island
S Leave Charleston HMuseum at 7:00 a.m. { S gz |

Leader: I.S.H.Metealf
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BIRD MOVEMENT IN FREBRUARY

Arpivals
1 Purple Martin {Coleman)® 10 Rough=winged Swallow (Beckett)®
3 Cattle Zgret (Chamberlain)° 11 Yellow-breasted Chat {Beckett )=
8 White-tailed Kite 28 Evening Grogbeak (Beckett)®
Dedrmriures
5 White=fronted Goose 23 Snow Coose
13 Chrmmamon Teal ? Dovekie

“15 Golden Fagle
Casuals and Accidentals
Harlequin Duelk Parule Warbler
long=tailed Jaegsr Common Redpédl (Mills)
Whenever the date is not taken from 5.C.Bird Life, the authority is given.

m°° This bird was incorrsctly listed last year as the Hoary Redpoli,
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to another pine. Being an oak-trained squirrel he apparently knew nothing sbout the
smoothness of pine needles and the limbernéss of small pine Lranches. He made the jump
but could not get a grip and down he came from way up high. He hit the ground, covered
with leaves and needles, with a thump and bounced & couple of feet into the air. ‘When he
hit the ground the second time he was alrsady running and guickly diseppeared in the brush
apparently not damaged by the high fall.

Another time, in Maine, I saw a gray squirrel chasing a red squirrel in a tall pine
tree. He finally worked the red squirrel out onto the end of a long branch where there
were no other limbs or trees he could jump to. Rather than let the gray squirrel cateh
him he hurled himself ocut into space, landing on the bare ground far below with s hard thud.
Tt must have knoeked the wind out of him as he stayed there spread out flat, I did not
approach as I was interested to see if the gray squirrel wmuld come down after him. He
digd not, and shortly the red souirrel got up, shook himself, and scempered into the brush.

Francis Barrington.

My, William A. Reid of the Santee Wildlife Refuge; in response to an enquiry from the

Fditor, writes on 19 December, 1961 ag follows: '!'The Fulvous Tree Duck was seefi*at the
Santee Refuge on Oet 21, 1980, flock of 14 used the Fort Watson area for about a week,

Oct. 21 thru Oct 28, This is the cnly record in this wviecinity. As far 28 I lnmow none
have been killed in this vicinity.'! He concludes his note by extending a warm invibation
to our membership to visit the Refuge. He wanted some of us to Join him in the Christmas
comnt at the Refuge; but his date conflicted with ours, and we had to pass up a fine
opportunity. Letfs hope for better luck in 196%.

Mr, and Mrs, E.A.Mathieson, from Connecticut, friends of our friend Bill Baldwin,
report seelng 45 or 50 AVOCETS on 1 December, 1261, at Santee Gun Club.  Aboubt a dozen
were seen at the same place Just before Christmas. INone were seen, however, on & return
trip on §/6 January.

On 5 January, the Mathleson's wateched & mele VERMILION FLYCATCHER for § or 4 hours
at Santee Gun Club., It spent. a good bit of time perched on an electric wire near the
boat landing. Contributed by E.B.Chamberlain

Ted Beckett repor‘bc that EVENING GROSBEAKS srrived in pumbers abt Magnolia Gardens on
9 January. ragling individuals were seen earliier, boi the pres present flock numbers £ifty
or more. The flotk appeare to be made up mostly of males.

Although not quite in the *Charleston area', we are always interested In E.C.Clyde's
obzervatlons at hisg bird banding station at E:flnghama He reports a SAW=-WHET OWL on
6 Janug?v. This 15 his second record this season for this rare speciles.

FVERY ONE KNOWS how young birds fiutter their wings and squesk at thelr parents when
being fed. This rituval becomes so much of a part of fzeding that I have often been amused
to note young cardinals and thrashers on our fesders feeding themselves yet fluttering
their wings and squeaking between bites though their parents had left them on their
own and were novhere in sight. Frapnelis Barrington

It was a pleasure to have Don Fortenbery, Mansger of the Bear Island Wildlife Refugs,
with ue at both the November and the January meetings,

We were delighted to receive & 'news sheet'! from Kay and Rocl Comstock at Christmas
time telling of their varied and interesting activivies during 1961. As most of us know,
they are the originators of The Lesser Spuawk, and set a permanently high standard for us
to aim at, Their letter is too long “to be reproduced here; bubt we would be glad to
circulate it among their many friends in CNHS. All of us wish them much health, wealth
and happiness in 1962. Their address is 1624 South Rugby Flace, Chattanooga 113 Tenn.




peese lying high twerhea.d, a8 smg"Le fillvnus tree duck, a first for most - if not all - of
* :the party; 2 white ibis, fiying rapidly to"'t.he west; a galdn-"' =cpowned kinglet, high above
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. Major. Peuer Gr»thmg) relays the news t.hat his friend Dr. Leonard’ Rdvavxel,, of Kingstree,
on 1i = 1? J.muaxy had a mrgﬂ flock of BEVENING GRO‘SBI:AKS in his yam 411 appeared to :
be mdlew Mg SR I‘w \ 1o ‘
‘ ; ; . ; .
. e ,v g e " THE J@%ARY ALL-DAY FIELD TRIP a8 L
© * The only ﬁiaap%:intment connectedkwith the all-day field trip’ 6 . Palmetfo Plantation
on 14 January was tHe fact that Mrs. Johm A, Leland, one ¢f the, leadex‘s, wag sick in bed
and unable to go aleng. = Kr. Andrew Du Préd and his son, m, co==leaders, ¢gonducted one
of the most plée.sant and sucz,essi‘u},gtrips vm ‘ha.ve enjoyed “We were inwited into Mr. :
I Pre's’ werm: éﬁqd confortable honse and t&'eated e h;yal gugst.m The day was eloudy, cold
and a bit zqmdy;, ‘seeing wag nob, "good but, we counted a »tutﬁl 64 gpecies during the morning.
This included 16 Species of ducks and‘;geese, 4 heviks and ultures and 10 shore birds. The
most, mterestmg ‘birds seen were a conmon bittem, sstandg ;; on & cake of ice; aiw Canada.

£l

us m an old oak cree a single whiteweyed vireo,, with a- »-feeble echo of his vigorous
ety the gke up after, lmgh,l,a ,Aub@@re&%a,sm@a Ol -,..._,Aﬂ

the way home A makmg ao‘cal JOI‘ thr day 78. L i

There were 22 membgles and gumts in the party: Mr. and Mrs. Francis Barrington, T.A.

Beckett TII, Mr. and Mpf. Jack Button, Mr, and Mrs. E.C.Clyde, Jr., Miss Betsy Clyde, M-.
and Mrs. H.H. Co\eman, ,,R Cuthbert; Jr., Mr. and Mes. H.F. Davis, Andrew Du Pre; John Du
Pre, Mr. and Mre. B/ §, McGuekin, Mr,, and Mrs. Hanna, Miss Gale Hanna, Mrs. L. S. Miles
and Miss ¥lizabeth §i ons“

Here's a sample of a simple system of keeping records of migrant species.
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A In January {he Lesser Squawk was sent to 80 local members and 35 out-of=town
members., In addlt:.on 14 complimentary copies were meiled to Refuge Managers, etcL This
gives a total of 109 copies.

For whatever it may be worth: a total of about 252'31)9"195 of birds have besen recorded
in February in the Charleston area. Count the number of speciss you see this month,
divide by 23?2 and, thus; determine your ‘batting average'.




