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Leo dominates the sky throughout April, At midmonth, it may be located atraddling
the meridan by 8:00 o'clock. The "Sickle®, or head of the llon 1s faclng westward,
and the apex of the triangle, representing the tail, polais gastward.

High in the east, a very bright orange-colored atar readily captures the attention.
Thia is Arcturus, located in the constellation, Bootes, In shape, Bootes, made up
mostly of faint stars, suggests a kite, with the top toward the north, and with
Arcturus at the other end,

Cassiopeia i3 now so near the northern horizon that it 1s largely losat in the
denser atmosphers which diffuses artificial lights, However, at this time, the Big
Dipper is in excellent view, By following the "Pointers® downward, the North Star is
easily located, Careful cbservation of the handle of the Big Dipper will reveal & very
faint star apparsntly quite close to the one paxt to the end. The ancient Arabe named
the faint sbar ®Aleor®, (rider), and the bright one, "Mizar®, (horse). The distance
between these two stars has bsen discovered to be 16,000 times greater than the
distance between the earth and the sunt Alcor was the first star revealed Ly telescope
to be a double stdr, It may be interesting for siy-walechers who own telescopes o
make this discovery for thempelves.

«Flizabeth D, Simons

MARCH FIELD TRIP

A small group of CNES members braved the elements on March 21, 1970, for the all.
day trip to Bear Island Refuge., They were not disappointed for the threat of rain
disappeared. The list of birds seen is extensive, so only the more interesting finds
are included in this report. On the way to the refuge from U.S. Highway 17, a Loulelana
Waterthrush, numercus Yellowthroats, and Parula and Yellow.thyvated Warblers were heard
singine along Bennett Paint Road. In the refuge itself most of the time was spent
aleng the marshes and canals in the immediate vicinity of the refuge headquarters,

The following i3 & partial 1ist of the avian spocies seen: Bald Eagle, Osprey, Black
Duek, Pintail, Mallard, Blue-winged and Green~wingsed Teal, American Widgeon, Seaup,
Marsh Hawk, Sora Rail, Glossy Ibisg, and various egrets and herons. In one of the
canals Julign Harrison discovered a population of Littoridina tenuipes, a brackish.
water enail, which may be the first record for the state., At lunchiime the group

was joined briefly by Steve Best and Mack Horton, Clemson University graduate students
who are econduching research in the refupga. An added feature of the day was the
opportunity of seeing some of the frogs and toads(inecluding Barking Tree Frogs, .
Carpenter Frogs, Spadefoot Toads, and a large female Bullfrog) they had collected

on Bennett Polnt Road during Friday night’s rain.

=Julian R. Harrisonm, III




