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APRIL ACTIVITIES

The regular monthly meeting of the Scoiety will be held on Tuesday, April 13, at
8:00 pem. at the Charieston Moseum, Captain Dennis M. Forsythe, Assistant Professor
of Biclogy at The Citadel, will speak on "Bird Vocalizing.? Tho progren will inelude
recovdings of bird voilces. :

The anmual spring bird count will be on Sunday, April 25, Wembers of the Soclety
who partigipated in the count lasi year have already received reminders. Ihey and any
others who ave lnteresied in parbticipating this year should efll Julien Harrison
(795-169%) not later than April 21, He nesds a fey days to organize the partiss to
eover the varicus aress inecluded in the count.

QESERVATIONS

Julian Harrison peports a sighting of two Swallow.tailed Kites ab the crosging
of Willowhall Road and Cooter Creek near Awendaw in Charleston County on Mareh 28,
Within a fow days of that time Ted Beckett saw one at Magmolis Gardens, Julian also
reporis Prothonetary Warblevs feeding ab the edge of the lake in Clearview subdivision,
James Island, on Mawch 21,

Waddell Robey weports &0 to 50 Avocsts on the mud flats of the Ashley River near
Noxrth Bridge at 12:30 p.n. {(low tide} on Maveh 23, - This is the same site ab which
Terry Moore saw five Avoceis on February 21, Appavently anyone interested in seeing
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chils spacies should frequent the area around Novih Bridge.

MARCH FIELD TRIP

On March 14 ten members of the Soclety and their guests vislted Savamnah Wildlife
Refuge. The day was cleay and sunny. Seventy.-five species of birds were sighted
including many ducks which had not yet floun north. The group was paréicularly
impressed with the large number of marsh rabbiis on the dikes. The Soclety extends
its thanks %o the c¢fficials of 2hs wivge for a very enjoyable ocuting.




Apwil 48 not only the month 3 cind migrants return tw the Lowcountrys
it is also the month in which many ing flowers begin to bloom. Mrs. Robert H,
Coleman supplied the list below of wers seen on a field trip to the C‘lemen‘&,s"*Ferry -
Cain Hoy avea in April of 1959. Most of them can be expected ¢o bloom in April this
year, with soms extending inte May and June.

Hirg, Coleman states: “Good descriptions of these and many others bleoming at this
tine of the year may be found in the beautifully illustrated book Wildflowers of North

Carolins by Justics and Ball or Wildflowers in South Carolina by Ba;ea Eitgo e@llent
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text but rather poor illustrations, aisc in our old standby, Flowers of t
Greens & Blomguist,®

Colden Club Orentiva sguaticum

Yellou-gyed Grass - Bypoxis juncea (7) ¢ |
Atamasco Lily = Zophryanthes atamasco ;
Blue~eyed CGrass = Sisyrenchivm (geveral species)
Iris = Iris virginieca

Lsather Flover - Yiorna erlspa

Sundew - «'Drogea rotundifolia

Orangs Milkwort (Bachelor Bution) - Polygema lutea

Rock Roso ox Frostwesd -~ Helianthemum carolinianium
White Violets - Vipla primulifolia (?)

Blue Violets ' = Vicla (several spscies)
Doguood o = Gornue flowida . —

Wild Azalea = Ehododendyon canessens

Fetier Bush = Iyonia lueida

Stagger Bush = Iyonia marians

Iyre.leafed Sags «~ Salvia lyrata

Butterwort « Pinguicula lutea

Violet Butterwort -~ Plnguicula gaerulea
Bladdervosrt « Utricularia infiste

Crosg Wine - Bignonia caprsolata

Bluets « Houstonis caerulea

Yoodbine - Ionicera sempervirens
Sun.bonnets = Chaptaiia tomentosa

Red Cholkeberyy = Aronla axbutifolia

Toadfliax - Linaria canadensis

Red Buckeye = Aegeulug pavia

Ediﬁ@r“‘fs‘mt@z Wovld members of the Soglety be interestsd in a wildfiower field trip-
nexs spring? Remember the poil last year ghowsd botany to be nearly as popular
as ornithology within the Society. : ;

THE SKY~WATCHERS® GUIDE

Sky-watehers will be able to g8t 1971's best view of Hercury as an "Evening
Star® on April 1s% in the last of the afverglow following the sunset, It may then
be located about 15 or 20 degress above the horizon, a 1ittle north of west,. The
planet will appear brightsy as daylight fades, outghining even the first magnitude
8tars as they come into view, amd it will not set until about 8:00 p.m. Each day
thereafter, it will move movs into the sun's glars, and a weelt later, it will
probably be lost o view. Saturn is also in the western sky, following Mercury to
The horizon an hour and a half later, A% nidmonth, Saturn sets by 8:30 p.m.
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At that time, Ieo will be nearly overhesd, straddling the meridian, It will be
noted that most of the bright stars aro now in the woglern half of the sky, Briliiant
Sivivs is nearing the southwostern horizon: red Datelgusss, one of thse shoulders of
Ordon, ie directly north of Sirius, exactly in tho west: Capella, in Auriga, very
bright amd yellow is higher above the northuwestern horizons Castor and Pollux, midwxy
between Regulus in Leo, and Capells; and diagenally bstwesn: Pollwst and Sirius is
- Procyon, the Lesser Dog. High in the east, Avcturus shines with fieryered brilliance.
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If the cbserver is in an open area away fzom a1l bright lights, he may be able to
s¢e an interesting group of very faiul stars.  Betwesn Hegulus and Procyon 18 an
drregular clrelet, and frem it 2 aigeag line stretches southward and eastward across
the sky, This is Hydea, the Water Snake, On the back of Eydra, near the end of the
tall, 18 an wneven four-sided figure which represents Corvuz, the Crow, Nearer the
centar of the back is a triangle, with the base toward the Crow. This is Crater, the
Cup. A most fapeinating story to emplain this strange arrangeuent of star groups
may ba found in Greek mythology.

The Big Dipper, now, 18 high in the noxthern 8lky. 4pril is the best month, in
this Jlatitude, o see the whole of the Great Beaw, of which the Big Dipper is a parb,
The Baar appsars to be walking upsidedowm. The bowl of the Dipper is suppoged to be
e haunches of the enlmal, and tho handle, ite long tail, ("Poetle License® is
taken with star picturest) A faini stay forming a trlangle with the outer stars of
the bowl repressats the noss. A pair of Zaint stare southwest of the nose and tun
other pairs squally spaced in a diagonal line southeastward from the f£irst represent
thres of the Bear's paws, The other front pav is supposed to be out of wiew as the
animal wallks alongs :

The third planet %o be ssen in the evening oky this month is Jupiter, which rises
about 11:00 p.n. on the first, asnd by 9300 on the 30th, In the morning sky, Mars is
the first to appear.~at 1:30 ab tha begirning of the month, and & half hour sarlier
at the end. As dawn 1o broaking, Venus emerges above the eastern horizon, to continug
shining until it is Iost in the glare of the rising sun,

~Elizsbeth D. Simons

EASTERY BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION MERTING

The forty-eighth annual neeting of the Eastern Bird Banding Asspclation will be
held in Charleston on April 30 . Hay 2. This is the First time that the Agsgoeliation
has met in Charleston.

Registration will be at the Charleston Huseun from 3 to 9 p.m. on Friday, April
0. On Saturday moyning there will be two Tield trips, one to Dixie Plantation {John
Henxy Dick) and one to Hiddleburg Plantation (Hdward von 5. Dingle). A session for
prasentation of talks and papers will be held Saturday afterncon, followed by a

banquet Saturdsy night. On sunday morning there will be a fisid trip to some colonies
of Redwcockaded Wocdpeciers.

Some changes mey occur in the projected list of speakers, but some of those who
are expected to be present ave:

Robert Pantle .. Jormell Nest Record Caxd Progran
Bob snd Liz Telings - Age Determination by Bye Color
Earl Baysinger, Chief of the Bird Banding Office - Activities of the 0ffice
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