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THE SEY-WATCHERS® GUIDE

Skyewatchers whe 1dve in the Charleston area ave espselally privilieged, each
Februgxy, to obssrve a phenomenon which is mt visible north @ﬁ‘ this latitude.
Canopus, one of the stars of the soutbera hemdsphore, appears brleily sbove the
aouthern horisen, as it reaches ite highest point vorth, Although sscond only to
8irdus in brlllisnce, one would have to travel much Larther south in oxdey to sge
i%8 real gloxy. Bscauss it descwibes such a low ave above the losal hordzon, much ef
ite light iz absorbed in the haze near the sarth's surface; therelors, un obeerver
who diescovers it for the fivet time eyperiences a genuwlne thrill., The best vantage-
podnt for one sjzaﬁrwfg to do so would be the bsagh, ovr sowme other place wibthoud
obebruations along the southern horizon, and sway fyem bright Lighbts, Yhen &lriuvs
roaches the meridisn, thad point exactly betwesn easbt and wm’,g Ozdon will be standing
mpmgm Jmsﬁi’fﬁ b E;‘%‘; @f *i“tﬂ By lookin @‘%M%@&ly ﬁ@% w&m ﬁ?mm :wmg@ («)1.7(2@@2%&5 m&;y‘ b@

% % wus on the middle star, The %@x BHL ?féfam‘* mz“mﬁmﬁimg
it win Em ﬁ*@@l‘iﬂ%& im,fg;s a nebuls of breath-taking beaawby,

Castor and Pollux, the brightest stars in Gemini, theTwine, may be seon nearly
ovarbesd to the east, and Capells, in Auriga, the Chaviotesy, o the wesbt of the zenith.

In the early wmmgﬁwgg Mars andSaturn may 54411 be seen in the southwesbern sky.
A% the beglnning of the month, Mars sots about 10500 pok., and at the end, about an
hour earlier, Saturn follovs abowt two hours later, just as Jupliter rises in the
eash. Mercury 18 now in the early moxnlng sky. During the firvst week, it rises aboud
5350 some, then gradually, as the month sdvences, A% draws neasrer to the approaching sun,

PECLIPSE OF THE SUNY is the tople of the program on February 16 at the Charleston
Mugeun Planetariws ab 8:00 pefe

~Flizabeth D, Siuons

MAGNOLIA GARDENS FIELD TRIP

On the still, mild mf:;mm% of January 18, several mewbers of the Soelely,
walking gquietly throvgh a grove of trees, @e,vmz*a;‘mamd the fresiwater mareh at Yagnolia
Gardens. Svddenly powerful wings smobe 1 %‘f;@ ale and a flock of Canada Geese honked
their way skyward. As the ripples died awsy on the black surface of the lagoon, small
groups of ducks and coots nervously paddied eway, each individual gliding nolselessly
ab the point of a si ‘1&@@@@ th angle in the sstin waiter,

A shazp aye ggm*@%@ﬂ a Fulivous Treo 33@@&519 and later several Canvasbacks, among the
wore common Shovelers, Rio 'M@@Mg Toesl, Wood, and Ruddy Ducks. Flocks of grey, nolay
coots paddled in and out ﬁgsf‘ the ealtall im&mﬁm Just above the winbter-grey rustling
stalks, warsh hawks b3 sely coursed. HNow and then, on rafls of floating pond wesd,
a Common Gellin 3 wallking and pecking in ite solitary fashion. Honks,
aqueeks, apd blate T3 @ﬁ. the f%,g as new Tiocks were disturbed near the shore and
pattered their way acwoss § into the ale.

And, perhaps iﬁﬁ@@n,@, ably came the thought that only 2 short tick aso on
the glosk of time, befors af sarth's highest and lowest spscies, all of our
walerwayse may have spproached the g 1ife of this smsll preserve.

«Boger D, Lowbert




