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FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES

The next regular monthly meeting of the Scclety will be on Tuesday, February 9,
1971, at 8:00 pom. at the Charleston Museum. Margie Harrison will present a plane-
tarium show entitled "Winter Skies.® She will slso dissuss tm plmatarim in general
and the Museunm's plans for the planetariuvm.

On Sunday, February 14, Ted Beckeddt will lead a short fisld trip to Magnolia
Gardens., The rendssvous will Lz at the Charleston Museum at 73100 a.m.
OESERVATIONS

DB, Foraythe, Assistant Professor of Biology at the Citadel, reports the
following obaservations:

Novs 10, 1970, " A dead Géprey, fow in the Citadel Collection, was found &t Church
Cresk, James Island, by S.4. Wedman,

Jano 12-14, 1971, Three irmature White Pelicans weve seen at the Cltadel beoat slip
by DM, mesyth@ and B;J; Kﬂll?’a JPe

Jan, 18, 1971, 4 Hed.threoated Loon on Sullivan®s Islapd and 2 Black-hesded Gull at
Broach Inlet were observed by D.M. Forsyths.




A WINTER RECORD OF THE AMERICAN REDSTART FOR CHAR

On ¥ Janmewy 1970 ab 1050 hovrs, wndle obsopring bl
%o The Cltadel ecampus, Charleston, $.0. , wy ationdlon
dn a Live Oak {Quercun virsinisnad. Upon exsminabion, it peo

. it
ot 8 swall blrd Leading
o bo bo o femalo Auerlosn

%

" AT & . y " iy I . e -
Redatart (Sutophars yubdeddial, 1 was o ve all fleld marks in good light fop

abowt five mimubtes before the bird flew away. vt afls |
for ton minutes as it foraged with a flook of Ruby.crouned Kinglots {Hegulue ca

The noymal winter range fovr the Jmerioan Redetart does not exbend further north
than Cubs apd Pusrte Bieo (Am. Omith. Undon Cheol-list of North Amerlean Blwds 5th ede,
Ppe 510599, 1957).  Although there ave several winter pecords fwom southern Florlds
(Audubon Pield Notes 16(3): 928, 19625 20(3 Js 895, 19660 and Lovdslons (Lowery. Yowlsiama
Blrds, po 556, 1995}, the Charleston biwd roprogsents the morthermmost winter record for
thin spetlon.

whennds Y. Fovsythe
Daph. of Blology, The Citadel

THE SKYWATCHERS? GUIDE

The Febyruary skiee present the groatest splendor of the year on every clear night,
Tho Milky Yoy, with ite assewbly of brillisnt sbars in the foregrowd, dominates the
soene from northwest %o southsast throughout the hours of derkness; the Big Dipper 1o
high in the northeast, giving lnfallible guidanve toward the Noxth Star by neans of
the Poluters in the bowls; and the sonstellation, Lev, the forerwmer of speing, s Juat
above the eastern horizon as soon as Tudidght has ended,

The greatest spestacle bt be obeerved this Fobroavy will be a totel eclipss of the
woone  On Februaey 9, the Full Moon will ree Just abead of Lev, and ab wideight, 4%
will resth the merddan. Fifly-tuo minubes later, the passage of the moon into Lhe desp
shadow, {the wbra), of the earth will bagine The "nlok®, which will Pirsd SUPBAE Oh
the sast side of the lunar face, will gradunldy Inoreane, causing the moon Lo appear au
an ever dininishing orescent. ITustesd of bedng lost to sight, however, the meon will
talte on & coppery hue, enabling cbseivers o ses ibe sphorieal shape suspended in BPRGE,
The peried of totality, when the moen 4s submerged In the earth's shadow, will last
fwom 2503 waddd 3026 mome  An ddea of the sise of the carth may be gaived from this
faet, when one reslizes thab the speed of the moon, st a distancs of 200,000 niles an
1t orbite the earth, 45 more Shon 2000 niles pay hour. After the bright crescend
ronppeats on the glde opposite to that of 4ts diseppoarante, 4% will stesdily inevesse .
dn sise watdl 4337 a.me whom, once more, the Full Moon will dim the Jight of all other
celontial objents, Obserwers ave veminded that Fobroary 1o the wonth when {anopus,
the sesond.byrightest ster in the hesvens, may be seen. The best time Yo do 8o will be
about the widdie of the month, betwsen 8:00 and 10500 pame  Sirius will thenm be on the
merldizm. The best vanbage point will be an wpen area away Liom bright lights, profep.
ably the beach, or a areek or river bank. After locating Sivius, follow o Line atralaht
down fyom 4% o the southern horizon. Danopus way be recognised by its ORAnge Colar,
Although 1% i8 o £irst mepnitude star when sean Trom the Southeyn Hemisphers, mich of
bte brilllance 45 abhoorbed by the atmosphore near the hopison, so thit 4% does not
appsalr very birlght fvom this labitude,

Jaturn wely ot 1:00 a.m. on February firesht, and two bhowrs eariier by the 28th,
Flreb Mars, and then Juplter will rise betwesn 2:00 and 3200 a.m. at the begloning of
the month, but by the end, Jupliar will precede Mavs by more tha.n an hour, rising atb
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N P T T R a G Raknen . . £
the oot Brilliant of the planety, rises

ag monih

that bine shortly alber midnight. VYou
betwaan #:00 and %330 g.m. througboad

The howes betwosn widnlzhd awd dessa, thorefore, hold Yihae Jackpot? for bardy
ahy-watehers during Febyuary, beb there v alse such o reward those who do thelr

obasrving eariler in the evenives.

wBlissbeth 0. Bimons

1
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JABUARY ¥IBLD TRIP

The Santes Nabloval WALAAle Refuge, lovabted on Lakes Marion and Moultvrio in
Clarendon and Berkeley counbtios regpectively, bas se Lbs primavy oblestlive the
provislon of winter hebilal and proteotion for some 39,000 Gansda Oessw, 100,000 dusks,
and 15,000 Gooba. O ;

j o danuary 17,1971, aboul 30 CHES mesbers and thelr gu
i senvered thalt Th

and other objentives are belog scverplisbed adwivabely by Refugs
Mavager Mel Bvans aud his staf?,”

(I
ok Vs

Upon arrival everyone gathered in refuge headguarters for a discussion by Me.
Byans who explained the pweposer and aobivities of the Santes Refuge and oublined the
Wtinervary for the day. The Soelety io imdebied to Me, Bvans for 2 most informative
and rowarding tour. He certainly deserves our wavmest thanlks and appreeiaticn for
making poselble whal was undoubtedly the Soolety’s best outing of the surrent soasohc

Despite 2 valher brisk, eeold, overcant day, nearly 70 species of birds were
observad.. Although sccess lnto the best avea fov obssiving ducke was prevented by o
hunt in progress duving our vislit, we wers treated o the sight of seversl thousand
“honkers® fesding In ponds and flelds near the headouarters walt, and this alone would
eortaloely have “"made” our day. With the exeepbion vf a few Hlue Ueese and a vouple
of dnows, all of these biwmds were Camadas. Polatoe Cresk lupowdnent, south of Davis
Station, Glavendon Gouwnty, poxinced the mosh interssting *find? of the day. A male
Buropesn Widgeon was slngled oub of a raft of several hundred Baldpate by Dennds
Forsythe and obsexrved by sveryons present un the afterncon leg of the wrdpe  This
speeies & listed ag rave In winter on the offieial reduge eheeliist, snd noet
asguredly was the highpoint of the day.

o @&WEM\M&YM}%‘K&EQ . 5 . . P ) )
Sume cevent developments that may he
men® of the Santes Relfuge’s objsehis
commldbon,  Forther details will bs prasente

BOTLONE] whih the accomplishe.
v piudy by your ezecubive

4 at the Febwpary meobting and published

In Duture issues of the *lesser Sgusuk’

wdtWlion Be Haprioon, 11T

GARNLINA BIRD CTLUB MIDWINTER TRIP

IE the commenta of mmerous OEC snd O
Bird Club®s midewinter £ield trip fo the Charlas
four Pragident takes thias opportunity to thank
buted slgnifiesntly to the meeting’s suee poab g 7 WM. Jobw Henpry Dick
and My, Pdward won Siebold Dingle Y thadr b avd plantations for the two
Saturday alleday trips, and whe ebuld @ been mope gracious hos Hr, Dick
was aleo the featured speaker at the Saterday dng sesaion. and his Allustrated
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1ia whose efforts oontri.
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