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THE SEX.WATCHERS® GUIDE

; Dedicated Sky-wabtchers may be the only ones couragsous enocugh to spand tine
obgerving the heavens in Janvary, since the coldest weather of the year Is uswally
to be expected during this month. It may, thersfore. cone ap & surprise to some to
learn that on Janpary the thinmd, the earth will bs about two mlllion mlles closer to
the sun than 3% w11l be next July. Since the average distanse between our planed
and $te 1ife-sugbaining star is 93 sillion alles, a differencs of two milllion ney
seam of very 1little conseguence., The gonsistent 41t of the North Pole of the earth
toward the Norbh Stay, with the souithern hemisphsrs of the planet recelving the more
direet rays of the sun ab the prazdnt tlwe, 1% the cause of cur frigld weather., In
spite of thisz fact, observers may have notleed that the lengthening of the daye sinee
the Winter Solstice i3 more rapid than the shortening of the days after the Swwmer
Soltise in Juns. This is proof of one of the laws of nature, for AL the earth did
not move more rapidly on lte orbit at this polnt, the gravilty of the sua would caves
the sarth %o plunge lote its fiery depthe.

- During the evening hours of January, only one olanet 18 in view. As soon as 4%
i dark, at the beglmlng of the wonth, Saturn may be geen Just abount on the neridsn,
and as the mopth advancss, increasingly westward, However, there is no dearth of
beight objects to reoward the observer,. Seven of the brightest stars in the hesvens
dominate the shy. Thay may all be found within or near the edges of the Milky Way
band which, at this time, rung from northwest to scutheast. By :00 pone &t mids
month, Gapella ln Aurdga is a 1itble north of overhead, and may be recognized by ite
brilliance and its yellow colewr, To the southeast awd southwsst of Capella are two
others, one on either edge of the Milky Way: Pollux, also yollow in color, shines
aoutheast, avd orange-red Aldeberan, southwest. Pollux is asccompunied nearby by its
twin, Castor. Shining with o white light, Casbor is nol guite first magnitvde in
brilliance. Aldeberan 16 the "red, angry eye® of Taurus, the Bull. Dirsotly south
of furiga 18 Orion, the Hunter, now sbinding uprighe, There are two very bright
stars in thles constellation: red Betelgeuse, representing one of hie shoulders, and
bedliiant, blus Rigel, dlasgenally opposite, his heel. Three bright sters in a row
betwesn these two ropresent his belb. Mosd brilliant of all the atars 4s Sirive in
Canle Major, the Great Dog, Sparkling with flery rainbow colors, Sirins moy be
located Just southeast of Orion. Betusen Capella snd Sirius shines Progyon in Ganis
Minor, the Lesser Dog.

At the beginning of the month, Just as Saturn sebs, betweon 2530 and 3230 a.m.,
Mars will rise. About an hour laver, first Venus, then Jupiter will appear. As the
month advances, Juplter wlll dwaw nearer to Mare. Quite 2 show will reward early
riging Sky-wabohevs, especislly thoss who own small telescopes, on the 23md. Jusb
before dawn on that day, Mars and Jupiter will be in close proximity in the clawe of
Seorpius, and Venus will be a 1ittle above the horizon, northeast of Antares, an
orange-red star. Dlrsobly south of Venus will be the waning crescent moon. Tele-
seopes set on Juplber will reveal the planst, Neptune, slightly northeast of the
great planet. If good weather obtalns, therveforse, dedicabted Sky.watohers will find
good hunting in January,

shidlzaboth D, Slswons
GHRISTMAS BIRD GOINT

The Christmae bird couwnt on Decewber 27, 1970, included 156 species and 78,468
indlviduale, sompaved wilth 146 specles snd 36,850 individuwals in 1969. The sea ducks,
sooters and sozups wers leds rwmerous bthan usial this Yoar, Other dusks, with & few
@xceplions, were mors numerovs than last year, Few wmsual sightiogs oveurred. One
wood thyush was seem, but others have besn seen An winter previowsly. Poasibly a
prairie warbler was sesn, Terry Moore asw ove abt Breech Inlet & feuw days before the
sount. Twenty.one mewbers of the Socliety and guests partieivated,
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Oral ctatemmbis will be heasd, bub for accurscy of the rér
{mportant fazts and argusents r:”:b.:nﬂ’{ be submitted in vriti
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How —“mz’, in oxder to ba incorporated in tre official Wilderness Reaord,
all contupications chouid he mailed to the Pegional Director at the .
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