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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

At a mesting of the executive boawrd on June 9, Mr., Robert Manns, who represents
National Audubon Society, was present. Mr. Manns’ purpogse in attending the meeting
was to present in more detail than had been explained previously reasons why the
Charleston Natural History Scociety should become a chapter of National Audubon
Society, Peter Manigault, whe in addition to being a membar of our Society is on
the board of dirsctors of National Audubon, and John Henry Dick partmipated in ths
discussion bstween Mr. Mamns and the executive board,

Mr, Manns presented the following reasons for ocur Sceiety to bescome affiliated
with National Audubon:

1o The country surrounding Charleston has an extremely interesting diversity
of habitats and emwiromment, but our rapid population and industrial
growth threatens disaster to many of these areas,

2, There is now no local organization with dedicated people and know-how
which is fully committed %o preservation of these threatened areas,

3. In other cormunitlies local organizations in league with Naticnal Audubon
Socliety have sueccessfully defended thrsatened areas,

4, 1In teday's fast-changing (or perhaps it should be called fast-deteriorating)
environment, accomplishment of worthwhile objectives is much easier if an
organization can show strength in numbers.

5. Charleston Natural History Society, as a chapter of National Audubon
Society, would find an increase in membership easier to obtain,

6, Through National Audubeon Sm,iety funds are available to local chapters
for acoomplishment of worthwhile projects.
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Hetlonal Audubon Scelely ecan and does come to the aid of local chapters
uhen the need for envirommental protection is sovero enough,
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Yra Hams euplainsd thed Hational Audubon is vod locking for now chapters
merely to swell its membership lists., It is locking for chapters that recognize
the neceselty for coomitumend to the erolezical nesds of their local enviromuents.
It feels that this commitment should be the basis for cooperation betwesn a local
grovp and the national organisatisn.

After extended discusalon with Mr. Mams the expeutive board voted unanimously
to cohsider his proposals. After further discussion at the next esmoutive boavéd
meeting, the.pros and cons of these proposals will be pressnted at a meeting of
the Society,

OBSERVATIONS :

On Juns 6, Mr, J.V, Bell, a myeologist at the Clemson Experiment Station,
found a pigmy sperm whale., It uas gtranded in the surf on the Isle of Palms.
Mre Bell tried several times to push it %o deeper water. Finally the whale swam
avay. It was estimated to bes 6 fest long and %o weigh 300 pounds.

‘At approximately 12:30 p.m. on June 7. the Julizn Harwizon family saw
6 swallow.tailed kites and sbout 10 Misslseippl kites ai Washaw Bridgo in Francis

Marion National Forsst. The Missisalippls were flying higher than the swallo.
talls and they msy not 211 have been adulta,
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BAGEXARD WOODPECKERS

Heve you ever washed dishes while leoking out of the window op ironed,
glaneing over your shoulder overy few mimitee? T have been doing this for the
last month in order to watch a liveoak tree, about 40 fesl cutside cur kitchen
window. It's a nice tree, the spravling kind that boys and eats like to glimb
and birds enjoy--from the grackles in the wWp to green herons on the lowest
branch which dips inte the marsh. The spring activiiy began in eavnest on Harch 7
vhen a male red-bellied woodpecker was observed digging sericusly on a dead limd
about 8 inches in diameter, Soon sawdust could be aeen on the branch below,
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By 8:00 pom. 4n the middie of the month, one of the most beautiful of the
surme® eonstellations is complelsly in view above the southeastern horizon. This ‘
is Scorpius, the Sworpion, A graceful ocurve of stars, dominated by one of orange |
brilliance, repregents the slender body and arching tail of the arachnid for which
it was named, and at the head, two faint ataran one at either side, represent the
claws,

Arcturus, in Bootes, is now quite high, reaching a point nearly overhead when
Jupiter is on the meridan, At this time, Corona, the Crown should be loecated
without any diffieulty, to the east of Bootes,

Lyra, the Lyre, containing the brilliant blue-white star, Vegao 48 now well
in view a littie north of east, Since most of the stars in this little constellation
are quite faint, it may be difficult at first to discern the group, but perseverance
of the observer will be rewarded by the beauty revealed, Vega is the apex of a
. emall triangle with two very faint stars, and "dangling® southeastward from the
lowar one, thres others form a dlamond,

Early risers wAiﬁx a good view of the east will be able to see two planets in
the morming sky. Saturn rises about three hours before the sun, and Mercury, about
an hour later,

Sky-watchers are reminded that tha hours referred to in these artlcles are all
of Standard Time.

=Elizabsth D, Simons

SPRING BIRD COUNT

Full details of the spring bird sount, held this year on May 2, 1970, will
appear in the Chal and Audubon Field Noteg, It may be noted here that the count
was a moderately successful one, especially in comparison to last year's, despite
a rather poor turn-out. Not enough observers were present to cover some areas ‘
adequately, although those who did participate worked very hard and are to be ll
highly commended for a job well done. The mumber of species observed was 139 (112
in 1969); the mumber of individuals 4,059 (2,240 in 1969). Individual count honors
go to Edwin Bliteh and Mre, R.H. Coleman who observed 97 species (including both
species of Kite), and to Ted Beckett and William MeIntosh with 91 species. A Worm=
sating Warbler waa seen by Terry Moore, BAll and Robby Sonzogni, and an Overnbird
was observed by Ted Metcalf, Tom Metealf, and Bob Laval. : g
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MAY FIELD TRIP |

Fifty aspeeies of birds, including both Mississippl and Swallow.tailed Kites,
were observed on the trip to Wambaw Creek, May 17, 1970. A disappointingly small
group of CNHS members proceeded directly to the arsa, Elmwood Wildlife Center in
the Waterhorn Hunting Unit of the Franeis Marion National Forest. Unlike previous
trips, no interim gtops were made, At the deforested area near the gate, a brief
stop yielded numsrous species including Prairie Warblers, Brown.headed Nuthatehes,
Sumer Tanagers, Yellow.breasted Chats, and White Ibis, The majority of the morning
hours were spent hilking along forest service road 211 southwest of Elmwood Center,




