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PROCGRAM FOR THE YRAR

Because gome of the program arvangements for the goming year still ave tentative,
a detalled list of speakers and fisld trips will be deferred until the October issue.

The first aotivily of the Svcledy during the oouing season will be a meeting of
the Executive Commities on Septembay 9th at &:00 pe, at the tharleaton Huseum. In
Ootober the reguler monthly meatings of the Sociely,. at 8:00 Pofi. on the second Tuss.
gay of each month, will commence. At the Oetobar meeting, Dr. D.J, Colguhen will
spaak on the geology of South Carolina. o

SUMMER OBSERVATIONS

Mr, Frencis Barringion reporis the following observations made during the past
sumier, A white~ihroated eparrow appeared at his feeder for approxigaiely one weak
during the middle of July bub has not been seem since, A f emale redstart gppesred
during the middle of July; and the a:ae or another was seen about twn wecks BEC o
A black and white werbler has been secen twios during the last wesk.

Members ave reminded thai the editor’s telsphone number is 873.1582 and are
urged o report any observaiicas which uway be of interest tc the Society.
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MOVEMENT 1IN SEPTEMBER
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% Nagtern Phoshe
Magnolia VWarbler

iy

15 House Wren
Gatbird

Shortebilled Mapsh wWeen

21 Somg bparrow
22 %i,irai}nr %éma
gwick's Wren

4 Shoveler 1?7 Hebeoreaated Huthatek Mbvm’mmed ¥ingled
Cape May Warbler Gray-cheeked Thrush Vesper Sparvow
5 Pinvail 10 Mailard 28 Northern Pralavope
7 Marbled Godwit Sharp-taliled Sparrow 28 Redesgysd Towhee
9 Gadwall 20 Orange-crowned Warbler Swamp Sparrow
10 Swalngon's Thrush American Geoldfineh 29 Myrtle Warblew
Water Pipit Grasshopper Sparrow 30 lark Buating
Departlires = e s e ma o RS 5
4 Giwater Shearwatey 14 Orchard Oricle " 25 GSoobty Tern
8 Gray Kingbivd 19 Gull-billed Tern 28 Chuekewil]lswidow
Prothonotary Warbler Noddy Tern Swainson’s Waz
13 Jowisiand Waterthrush 26 Bridled Texn ¢ DBank Swallow
Blue.winged Warbler 2% Yelleow.thvoated Vireo 30 Trail's Fiyeatsher
Caseals and Aecidentals e e
Leachis Petvrel Americsn Flamingo Least Flyeatsher  Olive~sided fycatoher
POLL OF INTERESTS

Our Sociely is foriunate in iuncluding wembers whose seweral iunlerssts cubracs
many facets oi matural history. Some sort of tabulation of those interests sheuld
be of general intersst wiithin the Soclety and, perhsps, someday will c.se of imterest
1o posteriiy.

Fach member is requested to list his interests, im order of preference, wn the
enclosed pussal cavd and ie welovn the card to "The Lesser Squawk® Suggestod apoas
of interest are:

Estronomy Geology Mineralogy

Bovany Heipewliogy Myeology

Conchology Iehthyology Oznpi.thol r;g,

Entomelogy Mammmalegy Paleoniaicss
: Metenvology

ﬂ:.\" member should include in his list the topics in which he has g strong
interest, Singe no rigid. moihematical precision is expecied in the tabm tM. 2,
shc:uld non feel cbligeted to Pxpreim his order of preference for all topic the aboy

1ist, Nox should he confing his list to tliese saggw ted ftopics il his ﬁm by
be described more appropriately by oither terms. He should freely appemd any
tions or qualifying remavks which he considers imporiant in deseridbing bhis
interests. :

Signatures on ke returns arve optional. However,
futur reference.

they might be beneficial for
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AN OPPORTUNITY LIKELY TO BE MISSED

anvoene go abroad in cor modern communities without so awareness of
the manifold ph al evidence of "progress.® Since a2 large segment of ocur scclety
sees "growlh i’)ei"‘i,\:'-lltﬂgﬁ“ and "percentage increase" as symbols of pm;sgr-e:mt?{ and, ‘
presunably, sone sort of contentment, it is not surprising that almest dally we read
of acquisitions of new industries and expansions of old. And almest as frsquently we

gee the felling of some favoriie woods for the bullding of new residential areass,

¢ “.31.‘!1,}’ &

gites and
traight sluices.

‘arther and

01d yusiic lanes are broadened and covered with asphali; nesting
wintering thickeis are destroyed; and haphazard creeks are cut into
As more and mor

t
e the City consumes fowmmerly wild areas, one must go I
Tarther afield to observe wild ecrealures.

Une might almest despair of finding any inducement for the study of natural

history in such cruelly scarred fiinges of the eity., Yet, even thers opportunities
can be found, although they are likely to be missed by the unobserwvant A keen ebe

can diseeim, in the piles of earch left by the bulldozer and the dwapline; probably
the most extenszive local opporiunidies for the study of paleontology.

Some twenty-live willion years age, when the Miocene sea covercd the area we
now call the Jowcountry, remains of millions upon millions of creatures were cowered
by sediment. This ancient seabed, now a layer of marl, the upper surface of which
lies only a few feet below ground in most of the Lowcountry, ylelds to the paleon-
tologist fossils of mollusks, several species of sharks and rays, some bony fishes,
turtles;, and a few mammals-.mostly of Cetaces, the whale family.

Amontg fossils found by the author and his wife this summer, all within five
miles of their home, wers: casts of several species of mollusks, both bivalve® and
undvalves; a crab claw: pileces of coral, one with a worm tube winding across its
surface; dozens of shark teeth and veriebra; rumerous vertebra of bony fish and one
incomplete skeleton consisting of several vertebra and ribs; several barbs and
grinding plates from rays: pleeces of turile shell: several ribs and vertebra
presumed to be from whales: and one large whale tooth. The upper skull, consisting
of the cranium and upper jaw, of a Cebacean was the most interesting find. Probably
ita owner belonged to the genus Prosqualodon, which preceded Squaladon, the present
genus of porpoises., When compleiely assembled it will be approximately thirty inches
tong and twenty inches wide. JIbLs assembly from three or four hundred fragments has
occupled several Tulfilling evenings.

In the Pleistocene overbwiden several horse teeth were feund, reminders of the
long history of the horze in the New World prior to its extinciion before the coming
of Turopeans. MNearty was a tooth which has been tencatively identified as that of
Hydrochoerus assopi, an extinct aquatic rodent from a genus oW fowwl in South America.
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Yhus, even in the gashed and gouged acres destined for roads and hemes one ean
find opportunities for the study of natural history. And one need not hesitate to take
whatever he finds, for, unless i% is rescued by some professional or amateur palecn-
wologist, it will be desiroyed. 4

-foger D, Lambert




EDITGRIAL

Your recently-avpointed editor is gifted with a marvelous tendency to store
limivless quanitities of dxivel and is singularly uninhibited about soputing half a
ream of it upon any sufficlently inappropriate occaslon. Furthermore, he now has
that inflexible conviction, comeen to most fools and all neophytes, that what he
is expected to do he must do. Thus you may rely upun LY thah at the e of sach
month he wili pust a newspaper of some three or four pages.

Some portion of that publication will contain tiwely announcements of activities
i which the Sociely 1s engaged, UOther poyitions will remind mewmbers of migrations
of varicus gpecies of pirds and the time of blooming of certain wild flowers.
And., if fortune favors the editor, a very considerable portion will comprise
deseriptions of field sbgervations relayed to him by other members of the Soclety.

But, since such infermation ravely can be expecled To impart sufficient plumpness
o the mailing enwelopes to satisly your editor, there cean be little doubt that he
will continue to add to each issue until the envelopes ave satisl{yingly hefty.

Either these addiltions will be enlightening snd entertaining features contrib-
uted by members of the Spciely or they will be oulpourings from the editor's store
of drivel, the wellsprings of which are unlikely to run dry, Let us hope that
enough contributions are submitied that we may escape the deluge.

Elsewhere in this issue 2 poll has been initiated, one purpose of which is
discovery of the areas of natural history which have widest appeal within the
Society. Pexhaps some members who have less than a compleie abhorvence of writing
can be induced to contribute monthly, or at least seasonal, articles on the most
popular topics. A more farevesching goal is presentation in each issue of varied
articles on any subjects about which members may care to write, regardless of their
lack of continudty with activities within the Society or with other articles in
this paper. Particularly wslcome ave accounis of any unugital interests and activities.

'.Obviou3ly your editor is malking a blatant gppeal for material. Only enthusiastic
parviclpation by menders of the Sociely can make "The Lesser Squawk® stimalating.




